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Spring 2021 Schedule:  
 

- March 7th “The Reality of God’s Judgement” 
- March 14th “No Excuses” 
- March 21st “A Call to Listen” 
- March 28th “The Purpose of Judgement” 
- April 11th “Changed Heart, Changed Life” 
- April 18th “God is Our Comfort” 
- April 25th “An Obedient Witness” 
- May 2nd “God of Hope” 
- May 9th “Introduction to Hosea” 
- May 16th “Hosea and Gomer” 
- May 23rd “The God Who Cares” 
- May 30th “God’s Faithful Love” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • THE REALITY OF GOD'S JUDGMENT • AMOS 
1:1-15 • 3/7/2021 

MAIN POINT 
God sees all and is obligated by His holy nature to judge sin and wickedness.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Think about all the warning messages you hear over the course of a week. How 
many can you list?  

Which of them do you heed? Which of them do you ignore?  

We are exposed daily to warning messages. Our phone alerts us when we try to 
permanently delete files, and road signs remind us of the dangers of not buckling our 
seat belt. These warnings seek to verify or correct our behavior for our good and safety. 
Similarly, God warned His people, the Israelites, of pending trouble should they choose 
not to change their behavior. He most commonly did this through a select group of 
prophets. Amos was one such prophet, and his message was direct: repent or face 
God’s divine judgment.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ AMOS 1:1-2.  

What do you learn about Amos at the beginning of this book? What credentials 
did Amos possess to be God’s messenger?  

 

Amos was not a prophet or a priest by vocation, but was a shepherd. He “also took care 
of sycamore-fig trees” (7:14). His hometown was Tekoa in Judah, a small farming 



village about 10 miles south of Jerusalem. God called a rural farmer from the Southern 
Kingdom to address the urban elite of the Northern Kingdom with a resounding call to 
repentance. Even so, Amos’ preaching reflected a wide-ranging knowledge of 
geography, history, and the law of Moses. He also was a keen observer of social and 
political life.  

Amos’s book is about “what he saw,” a typical way of indicating a divine 
revelation. This truth primarily was concerning Israel, the Northern Kingdom, that 
had separated from Judah after Solomon’s death.  

What do you think Amos would say to a believer today who sees wrongdoing and 
injustice, but says, “It’s not really my place to say anything”?  

What poetic terms did Amos use to describe the nearness of God’s judgment?  

If the time of judgment had come, why would the Lord warn the people first? 
What does this teach us about God? What do you make of God being like a 
roaring lion?  

While justice has always been a part of God’s character, and while sometimes that 
justice requires judgment, God is also a God of grace and mercy. By giving the people 
fair warning that His judgment was coming, God continued to give the people a chance 
to repent of their sins and turn back to Him.  

Does God still judge people who sin? If so, when will that judgment come, and 
what does it look like?  

What does God expect of those who claim to be His children? By what standards 
are they to live?  

READ AMOS 1:3-15.  

Throughout the rest of the chapter, Amos uses a poetic construct of threes and fours. In 
Hebrew, three represented plurality and four represented multiplicity. Taken together 
these number reach seven which is Hebrew for completeness. God, through Amos, is 
essentially saying their wickedness has increased to the point that requires judgment.  

Why do you think Amos began his message by focusing on Israel’s neighboring 
nations?  

How were their sins similar? How were they different?  

 

What did God say would happen to these nations because of their sins?  



“I will not turn back my wrath,” also stated in all the messages to the nations, is literally, 
“I will not cause it to turn.” The pronoun “it” apparently refers to God’s thundering voice 
of judgment (v. 2), or perhaps, to the judgment of fire (v. 4), so “my wrath” is an 
appropriate translation. The order of the nations slowly tightens around Israel. First is 
Damascus (3-5), to the northeast; then Gaza (6-8), to the southwest; then Tyre (9-10), 
to the northwest; then Edom(11-12), to the southeast and finally to Ammon (13-15).  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

What can we conclude about sin from the opening of Amos? What can we 
conclude about God’s expectations for His people?  

Do you see any evidence of God’s judgment in reaction to sin today? Explain.  

Think about the great lengths God has gone to in order to save you from your sin 
by sending Jesus to bear the full punishment of God’s wrath. When you reflect on 
the gospel, how do you see your sin differently?  

PRAYER  

Thank God for being holy and just. Thank Him for forgiving you of your multitude of sin 
and wickedness. Ask that God would help you focus on the redemption that He has 
secured for you in Christ as you embrace the forgiveness from judgment He extends 
freely.  

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • NO EXCUSES • AMOS 2:1-16 • 3/14/2021 

MAIN POINT 

God’s people are not excused from God’s judgment.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Have you ever done something “minor” you knew to be wrong simply because 
you thought no one would notice? Explain.  

Why do we think that behaviors like lying are somehow less significant than other 
wrongs that are more flagrant and observable?  

People have a tendency to excuse their own sins while passing judgment upon others. 
We see our offenses as minor and excusable, while we get offended when other people 
miss the mark. It is easy to stand in judgment of large noticeable mess ups, yet we 
commit hundreds of smaller violations of God’s commands all the time. While our 
betrayal may not be as noticeable to the outside world, it rises up to God. He sees. He 
knows. He judges.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ AMOS 2:1-3.  

The first three verses of this chapter continue God’s judgment on the nations around 
Israel that started in Amos 1:3. The last nation to be considered is Moab, who God 
planned to judge for the way they treated and desecrated their enemies, Edom, who are 
also judged by God in Amos 1:11- 12.  

 



Why would God be concerned over how one of His enemies treated another one 
of His enemies? What does this tell us about God?  

Read Romans 12:20. How does this square with the New Testament call to be 
gracious to our enemies?  

People opposed to God are still people created in the image of God. For that reason, it 
matters to God how they are treated. When Moab took judgment into their own hands, 
they stepped into the place of God, which obligated God to respond with judgment of 
His own. This same judgement applies to us as we are called to treat those who oppose 
us and God’s mission God with humility and grace, because vengeance belongs to the 
Lord (Rom. 12:19).  

READ AMOS 2:4-5.  

The structure of God’s judgment against the nations is now forced upon His judgment of 
Judah, the Southern Kingdom of Israel.  

Compare God’s judgment of the nations (Amos 1:3-2:3) with His judgment of His 
people. What was God judging His people for?  

If you’re honest, do the wrongs of Judah seem minor? Why is there no such thing 
as a minor transgression with God? What makes Judah’s transgressions worse 
than the other nations’?  

God’s people ignored God’s law, which all of us do at varying degrees all the time. What 
made their offense worse than the other nations’ offenses is that they knew better. They 
had God’s law to guide them, but they willfully ignored it.  

READ AMOS 2:6-16.  

The Lord’s indictment against the Northern Kingdom of Israel is given in these verses. 
He accused them of using bribery to pervert justice, of systematically oppressing the 
poor and needy, of committing shameless immorality, and of bringing sin and unjust 
gain into the “house of their God.”  

For what specific crimes or transgressions did the Lord announce He would 
punish Israel? From this list, what can we learn about what matters to God?  

What overall mindset do you think led to a culture where these sins were so 
widespread?  

 

In what forms do we see people in our society committing similar crimes or sins? 
What should be our response as followers of Christ?  



Apparently the people were not making any effort to hide their sin. What would 
lead someone to sin openly without caring who saw or knew about it? In what 
ways are we often guilty of doing the same?  

The Lord wants His people to live in ways that show respect to Him and compassion to 
others. No sin escapes God’s notice, no matter how we may try to hide or justify our 
actions. As believers, we acknowledge our guilt while placing our trust in Jesus Christ.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

If the Lord listed the charges against our society today, what additional items 
would you expect to see on the list? If He listed the charges against you 
personally, what else might you expect to see?  

Why do we need to own our sins as the body of Christ? What happens if we 
ignore the widespread effects of sin?  

How does ignoring sin keep us from embracing God’s mission? How does this 
slowly happen over time?  

PRAYER  

Pray that God would convict you of your sin and help you take ownership of it. Ask that 
He would help you see all His judgments as good and helpful as you submit to His rule 
in your life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • A CALL TO LISTEN • AMOS 3:1-15 • 3/21/2021 

MAIN POINT 

Knowing God personally motivates us to live according to God’s standards.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Have you ever heard the saying, “With great power comes great responsibility”? 
What responsibility comes with great material blessings?  

What about the blessing of the knowledge of God? What would it look like to 
squander these blessings?  

“With great power comes great responsibility” was popularized by the comic book hero 
Spiderman, who was taught the phrase by his deceased uncle. Spiderman understood 
that his powers made him exceptional, and his identity called him to work for the greater 
good of society. The presence of God’s blessings and His Law within Israel made the 
Israelites unlike all people on the face of the earth. Yet, Israel did not embrace their 
blessings. Instead, their rich oppressed the poor, and they were covenant breakers. 
Being chosen by God did not exempt them from personal responsibility to God. Having 
broken the covenant, they would now inherit the curses of covenant breaking.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ AMOS 3:1-8.  

 

Chapters 3-5 of Amos all begin with calls to listen. The implication of these calls is that 
the people Amos was prophesying to did not want to listen to him.  



Who is “the entire clan that [God] brought from the land of Egypt” (v. 1)? Who is 
Amos addressing here?  

For what reason did the people in Israel think that they could ignore the warnings 
of the prophet (v. 2)? Why does the answer to this question mean they should 
have listened more attentively?  

Skim through Joshua 24:14-28. What did the people of Israel agree to as they took 
the land? Should the current judgment upon them come as a surprise?  

The Lord begins a series of questions starting in verse 3. What is the implied 
answer to all these questions that run through verse 8?  

God is addressing both kingdoms of Israel in His sweeping judgment. Contrary to their 
belief, their election as God’s chosen people did not give them a pass on God’s 
judgment; instead, the covenant they made with God as they took the Promise Land 
obligated them to obey. The price for disobedience had always been judgment. They 
should’ve known better. Starting in verses 3-4, the prophet posed a series of questions. 
These questions lead to the common conclusion that things don’t happen by chance. In 
verse 6, two more questions relate this to divine judgment. If the warning blast is 
sounded, people understand that danger is imminent. If disaster falls on the city, they 
should know that the Lord has brought it about to accomplish His judgment.  

Why might the people of Israel have answered “yes” to the first question in verse 
6, but “no” to the second?  

Would the people be able to say the Lord was cruel and uncaring when disaster 
finally came upon their city? Why or why not?  

READ AMOS 3:9-15.  

The nations identified in verse 9 were typically oppressors of Israel; what is God 
inviting them to do here?  

God invited those who typically oppressed Israel to come and observe His judgment 
upon them. In verse 12, God again promised that they would not be saved simply 
because they were His chosen. He used a graphic analogy of a shepherd who saved 
pieces of a lamb to prove to the owner of the sheep that a lion had attacked. God would 
only leave behind a remnant.  

 

God’s judgment on His people would begin with the wealthy—those who had 
benefits from spoils. In light of what we read in Amos 2:6-7, why do you think the 
Lord targeted these specific people for destruction?  



Agree or disagree: If we have received material blessings from the Lord, we are 
fully accountable to Him for how we use these blessings. Explain your response.  

If we enjoy comfort and financial security, what does it look like to truly 
understand that all our possessions are “just stuff,” and that the Lord is our only 
true hope?  

In verse 15, the Lord announced that He would demolish “the winter house and the 
summer house” and “the houses inlaid with ivory.” Similar luxuries today might include 
vacation homes and expensive features, such as marble counter tops and gold-plated 
fixtures. It’s not wrong to have nice things, but the Lord did condemn the people for 
oppressing the poor and ignoring the needy while they themselves lived in opulence.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

Is there anything that you know for certain that God is calling you to do that you 
are willfully ignoring? Why is this not as excusable as we would often like to 
think?  

What might have happened if more people in Israel stood for what was right when 
it mattered? As a group, why do we need to stand together for what is right?  

How are you using the blessings that God has given you, including access to His 
Word? Why should these blessings be used to advance God’s mission in your 
life?  

PRAYER  

Praise God for the blessings that He gives. Ask that these blessings would lead you 
closer to His heart and into obedience.  

 

 

 

 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • THE PURPOSE OF JUDGMENT • AMOS 4:1-13 
• 3/28/2021 

MAIN POINT 
There is no such thing as an acceptable sin.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

What is a habit of yours that you know is wrong on some level, but you excuse it 
because everyone else does it? What are some of the justifications you make for 
that habit?  

Why are your justifications insufficient?  

Respond to the following quote by Charles Spurgeon: “As the salt flavors every 
drop in the Atlantic, so does sin affect every atom of our nature. It is so sadly 
there, so abundantly there, that if you cannot detect it, you are deceived.”  

“Acceptable sin” is an oxymoron. Because God has set an unimpeachable standard, 
any violation of that standard—however slight—is wrong. Amos 4 describes Jewish 
society life while living in Samaria, the capital city of the Northern Kingdom. Their lax 
relationship with sin invited God’s judgment.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ AMOS 4:1-5.  

When we read about the “cows of Bashan,” Amos was referring to the society women in 
Samaria. It should be noted that Amos’s 8th century audience wouldn’t have understood 
calling women “cows” to necessarily be an insult, even though the news he delivered to 
them was largely negative. Song of Solomon is full of flattering remarks which compare 
the bride to livestock.  



What was Amos’s basic charge against the upper class citizens of Samaria? How 
did he describe the way this happened?  

When is the desire to have more a bad thing? When is it helpful?  

The women in verse 1 could be described as having an insatiable desire. They wanted 
more and more and were never satisfied, which led their husbands to take from the poor 
to satisfy their desires. Wanting more is not evil in and of itself. The heart motivation for 
wanting more and the lengths to which you go to get more tell a fuller story. Desire is 
not bad, unrelenting desire is.  

How did the Lord respond? What prompted Him to respond the way that He did? 
What fate awaited the men and the women of Israel?  

Should this fate surprise us? Why is all sin ultimately a disservice to ourselves?  

What was significant about the places Amos listed in verse 4? What was Amos 
calling them to go there and do?  

Look at Leviticus 7:12-18. What are these offerings Amos taunted them to offer?  

Bethel and Gilgal were centers of worship. Israel’s great founding fathers, the 
patriarchs, had great worship experiences in Bethel (Gen. 13:3). Bethel played a vital 
role in Joshua’s conquest and land distribution (Josh. 8:9,12, 17) and was a significant 
political and religious center for the judges (Judg. 4:5). Gilgal, near Jericho, had an 
equally illustrious history. There, the Israelites under Joshua set up their first campsite 
and worship site in the promised land (Josh. 4:19-20). Instead of worship, God called 
them there to rebel. Their sacrifices were not required by the law and were done to 
boost their own pride. These offerings, made from an impure heart, were not received 
by God.  

READ AMOS 4:6-13.  

When you read through these verses, what is the clear purpose of God’s 
judgment? What is it designed to lead us to do? Why does it often have the 
opposite effect in our hearts?  

 

Why must we always check our hearts in worship? What process do you have in 
place to do this in your own life?  

What are some things that we have worshiped other than God?  



How did God exemplify the people’s foolishness in verses 10-11? Why was 
discipline the appropriate (and expected) response of God when the people 
refused to repent?  

God’s judgment motivates our obedience. His judgment is the mirror that He holds up to 
our soul to lead us to see His justice and return to Him. This is why we see the repeated 
condemnation that they did not return to God. Instead, they used worship for their own 
sinful purposes. It was a celebration devoid of the desire to show their love and devotion 
for God. His repeated attempts to reach out were reminiscent of the hardness of heart 
seen in Pharaoh and in Sodom and Gomorrah. Because they continued to reject God, 
He would show them His justice.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

Though all sins are severe, all sins may also find forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 
What hope and forgiveness do our acceptable sins find in Christ?  

How do we learn to recognize the sins that we are excusing? Working through 
this study, have any of those behaviors come up in your own soul?  

Imagine you had a good friend who was also a believer involved in “acceptable 
sins.” How might you talk with him or her about it? Who has permission to 
address these sins with you in accountability?  

PRAYER  

Pray that God would give you the spiritual intelligence and sensitivity to recognize 
deeply ingrained patterns of sin in your life. Thank Him for the forgiveness and grace 
that can be found in Jesus Christ, who offers grace that is greater than any sin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • CHANGED HEART, CHANGED LIFE • AMOS 
5:1-27 • 4/11/2021 

MAIN POINT 
People demonstrate faith with godly, consistent behavior that reflects a changed heart.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

When is an example of a time that you broke the rules because you did not know 
what they were?  

When have you broken the rules with full knowledge that you were breaking 
them? Which is more common?  

Though Israel had instruction in the law, they chose to do what pleased themselves 
instead of what pleased God. Because of that, they came under God’s judgment.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ AMOS 5:1-17.  

Verses 1-3 set the tone for this chapter. What sorrow do you hear in the voice of 
God here? When you see fulfillment outside of God, does God’s pain in your 
choice ever occur to you? Why or why not?  

This word from Amos is a lamentation. Both God and Amos were troubled by the words 
that had to be delivered. God understood that this judgement was for the good of His 
people, because they were seeking idols. The people of Israel were not lacking in 
religious activity. The places  

 



named in verse 5 were all historic centers of worship, but these sites had become 
shrines of idolatry.  

Why do you think the people preferred going on pilgrimage to the religious 
shrines at Bethel, Gilgal, and Beersheba to seeking the Lord?  

What did the Lord say would happen if the people continued to disregard Him in 
their quest for religious experiences?  

What are some religious activities that, while good, can hinder us in our pursuit 
of the Lord? What can we do to keep our priorities straight?  

The people preferred to go through the motions of worship rather than actually draw 
near to the living Lord. They were substituting outward religious activity for being rightly 
related to God and living according to His ways. Verses 4-9 are a powerful cry to seek 
God as He is and how He has revealed Himself.  

If you were to summarize verses 10-17, what is it that God really wants from His 
people?  

All God desired was their repentance. He wanted them to come back. Even though they 
were extorting the poor and had ventured far, God was patient and would allow them to 
come back— but they wouldn’t. This is why Amos 5:1-17 begins and ends with a cry of 
mourning. Everything that happened was avoidable.  

Is there an area of your life where God wants you to come back, but you will not 
listen? Why do we ignore God like this?  

READ AMOS 5:18-20.  

Why were some Israelites of Amos’s day longing for the Day of the Lord? What 
did they expect that day to bring?  

What did Amos say they ought to expect instead on the Day of the Lord? How do 
you account for the difference between their expectations and reality?  

What would you say their misconceptions about the Day of the Lord revealed 
about their faulty understanding of the Lord Himself?  

Amos’s point was not that the people misunderstood the Day of the Lord; rather, they 
misunderstood what it meant for them personally. Two primary features of the Day of 
the Lord were the defeat of God’s enemies and blessing for God’s people. But God’s 
people failed to  

 



understand the nature of their relationship with the Lord. By their corrupt lives, they had 
become God’s enemies; as such, they would experience defeat and destruction. As 
believers, we should “wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God” (2 Pet. 
3:12). We should not confuse the fact that our salvation is secure in Christ with the fact 
that He will hold us accountable for living with justice and compassion toward others.  

READ AMOS 5:21-24.  

How did the Lord characterize the festivals and offerings of His people? How did 
He describe their worship songs?  

Why was the Lord complaining about the feasts, solemn assemblies, and 
offerings, even though He had established all these things in the Law?  

According to verse 24, what qualities was the Lord looking for—and not finding—
in His people?  

Why might we become less sensitive over time to a lack of righteousness or 
justice in our community? What can we do to renew our sensitivity to moral and 
social issues we live with every day?  

Although we may diligently engage in worship and religious activities, if our hearts are 
hardened and unloving toward God and others, our worship is nothing more than an 
empty ritual. Justice and righteousness should be defining characteristics in our lives.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

Evaluate your life. Is there any area where God would displeased with how you 
are living? What is stopping you from seeking reconciliation with Him?  

God’s people turned away as a collective group. How can we be mindful of where 
we are as a community or as a group? What are some ways we can point one 
another back to a true relationship with God?  

What is the difference between repentance as an action and as a lifestyle? Which 
does God call us to? Which most closely describes you?  

PRAYER  

 



Pray that you would humbly submit yourself to the Lord and His leadership and follow 
Him the way He deserves to be followed. Ask for Him to reveal your hidden faults, and 
commit to worshiping and serving God anew.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • GOD IS OUR COMFORT • AMOS 6:1-14 • 
4/18/2021  

MAIN POINT 

God must be our comfort. Comfort cannot be our God.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

What are some needs you see in the world around you that motivate you into 
action? What are some causes you are aware of but feel more comfortable 
ignoring? 
Why should comfort not be the determining factor in our lives?  

Comfort and security are basic human needs and they are good and valid things to seek 
in our lives. However, when they become goals for us, we have ventured out of God’s 
best. We become entrenched in comfort which leads to complacency. This was the 
continuing problem in Amos— God’s people sought comfort more than they sought 
devotion to Him. Because of that, they were under His judgment. It’s an illustration of 
how God must be our comfort lest comfort become our God.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ AMOS 6:1-7.  

As you read through these verses, how would you summarize God’s main 
complaint about His people?  

In and of itself, is there anything wrong with having financial security? Explain. 
When might the pursuit of such security become a problem?  

 



Why did the Lord proclaim woe to those who felt secure and at ease? What were 
these people doing wrong?  

Complacency and a false sense of security separate people from God. Instead of being 
sorrowful of sin and the judgment of God, the people patted themselves on the back 
and enjoyed the best of what life had to offer. The problem is that we find true security 
by trusting in God and living according to His ways, such as treating others with justice 
and compassion, not by depending on our own wealth, abilities, or positions.  

In what ways do you see lifestyles of ease and spiritual complacency manifested 
in today’s culture? How can Christians best respond to it while also striving to 
resist it themselves?  

Should the lifestyles of those who follow Christ contrast with the materialistic 
values of our culture? Why or why not? If so, in what ways?  

READ AMOS 6:8-14.  

If our lifestyles are in complete opposition to God’s standards what should we 
expect God to do about it? What did He promise to bring to Israel?  

What did God strike out and take from them? If God were to remove a comfort 
that is taking your attention from Him, what would He remove?  

What instrument was God planning to use to execute His judgment? How does 
God remove our comforts from us today? Why is this a loving act?  

God cannot abide in unholiness of the continual rebellion of His people. He must act 
because it is an offense to His character for His people to live this way. God planned to 
use a foreign nation to strip away all the comforts that kept His people from Him so that 
they would know that He is God and that His way is the way to true peace and comfort. 
When God acts, His justice and love work together to teach us that we cannot find 
fulfillment outside of Him.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

Are you aware of any ways we substitute selfish living for God-pleasing conduct 
in all the places we do life?  

How can we push one another outside of our comfort zones and challenge each 
other to stay focused on Christ and what He wants for our lives?  

 



PRAYER  

Pray that above all else that you would desire God more than your own comfort and 
more than anything else in this world. Ask that He would shape your heart to desire Him 
above all else.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • AN OBEDIENT WITNESS • AMOS 7:1-17 • 
4/25/2021  

MAIN POINT 

We are called to be God’s witnesses in both word and deed.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Do you have a recurring dream? If so, what do you think it means?  

Can you pinpoint one person who was the most instrumental in sharing the 
gospel with you? What stands out about his or her witness?  

Anyone who has come to Christ has done so because another person witnessed to 
them in some way—certainly by word of mouth, but also likely by deeds. In the Book of 
Amos, we see a vivid picture of grace, truth, courage, and obedience. As believers, we 
are witnesses of the gospel—we do this by sharing the truth about Jesus Christ with 
others in word and deed and by praying earnestly for their salvation.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ AMOS 7:1-9.  

Summarize the first two visions and how they are similar. What was Amos’s 
response to the first two visions?  

What do the prophet’s words reveal about his feelings toward the people of 
Israel? Amos was from the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Why do you think he had 
compassion on his neighbors in the North?  

 



Read James 5:16. What can we learn from Amos’s example?  

Shocked by the potential devastation, Amos interceded quickly and passionately. He 
prayed boldly: “Lord God, please stop!” Amos realized that such destruction would 
threaten the people of God’s very survival. The prophet’s plea was reminiscent of 
Moses’ dramatic intercessory prayer for the Israelites regarding their idolatrous behavior 
at Mount Sinai (see Ex. 32:11-14). It also sets an example for believers today. We’re 
reminded in the New Testament that “the urgent request of a righteous person is very 
powerful in its effect” (Jas. 5:16).  

What was the purpose of the plumb line mentioned in verses 7-8? What would the 
plumb line reveal about Israel’s spiritual condition?  

How does the image of the plumb line support the idea that there are absolute 
standards of right and wrong by which God will judge all people?  

What parts of God’s message do we tend to overlook or water down? What are 
the consequences of doing so?  

A plumb line is used to check whether an object, such as a wall, is true to vertical. Yet in 
this vision, the plumb line means more than just checking whether the people of Israel 
were true and faithful in keeping God’s laws. The plumb line was the key image in the 
prophetic message. It pointed to the reality that the Lord, the Master Builder, had 
inspected Israel’s spiritual condition by setting a plumb line in the midst of His people. 
The implied results were clear: the nation was corrupt and beyond repair. Collapse was 
imminent. The Lord would no longer spare the Israelites from His judgment.  

READ AMOS 7:10-17.  

What complaints about Amos did Amaziah the priest make to King Jeroboam?  

What do you think Amaziah meant when he told the king, “the land cannot endure 
all his words” (v. 10)? What words of Amos was the priest objecting to?  

Proof that Amos was getting under people’s skin came quickly and from high places. 
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel and perhaps the top religious official in the Northern 
Kingdom, learned of Amos’s message and immediately sent word to Jeroboam, the king 
of Israel. In a self-serving manner, Amaziah warned that Amos disturbed everyone to 
the point that they couldn’t endure his words.  

What opposition or resistance are we likely to face if we proclaim the truth of the 
gospel in our culture?  

 



Are there times when our message will still be offensive to a world that does not 
know Him? What must we resist doing in an effort to make the message more 
acceptable?  

The tasks God calls us to do are not necessarily easy, but God gives us opportunities 
and the strength to obey Him. As believers, we are commissioned to serve as God’s 
witnesses. We can please God, honor Him, and advance the gospel when we obey that 
calling.  

How were Amos’s words in verses 14-15 different from his response to Amaziah’s 
orders in the previous verses?  

Why did he choose to stay and prophesy judgment against Israel?  

Amaziah demanded that Amos stop prophesying. Yet the Lord, an infinitely more 
powerful authority, commissioned Amos to prophesy. For Amos, the decision of whom 
to obey was a “no- brainer.” Amos was just an ordinary man, a shepherd-farmer. In 
Judah, he was a herdsman and took care of sycamore figs. Neither of these 
occupations would have been considered prestigious work. As a result, Amos never 
claimed to have ordination credentials or personal authority. He didn’t come to Israel on 
his own initiative. Rather, the Lord orchestrated Amos’s presence there. The Lord’s call 
changed everything in Amos’s life. With unshakable authority founded on his divine call 
and revelation, Amos instructed Amaziah to hear the word of the Lord.  

What is the main takeaway for us today from Amos’s example?  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

Overall, how would you rate your level of obedience to God? How obedient are 
you in obeying His call to proclaim the good news about Jesus?  

In what ways are you willing to sacrifice comfort and convenience in obeying 
God’s call to be a witness of His mercy and grace?  

What are the greatest challenges in being a witness for God? What have you 
gained from today’s discussion that can help you overcome those challenges?  

PRAYER  

Close in prayer, asking the Lord to provide opportunities to share the message of the 
gospel with people this week. Ask Him for courage to faithfully take advantage of those 
opportunities. Also  



ask Him to remove barriers and opposition so people will hear and respond to the 
message with faith.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • GOD OF HOPE • AMOS 9:1-15 • 5/2/2021  

MAIN POINT 

Because God is sovereign, He alone can be trusted to bring about a just and hopeful 
future for His people.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

What is the most hopeful season of life you have experienced? What was 
happening in that season? In what was your hope rooted?  

Did you lose that hope? Why or why not?  

The way we react in dark seasons of life reveals the true source of our hope. As Amos’s 
prophecies drew to a close, he declared that the Lord, the Righteous Judge, had 
handed down a verdict concerning Israel. The nation would come to an end, and its 
people would go into exile. Yet that punishment pointed to a gracious window of hope 
for the future—God’s restoration of the covenant people.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ AMOS 9:1-10.  

The final chapter of Amos begins with another vision and message of God’s judgment. 
Amos’s fifth vision portrayed the Lord standing beside an altar and ordering a massive 
outpouring of destructive judgment on Israel. God would intentionally bring harm 
because of the people’s sins, and would treat them as though they were just another 
nation.  



 

What did God promise in these verses that He was about to do? What did He 
promise He would not do?  

Why would the Lord not totally destroy the house of Jacob? Would shaking Israel 
as one shakes a sieve be an act of justice, mercy, or both? Explain.  

According to Amos, the eyes of the Lord were on the sinful kingdom of Israel. He was 
keeping track of the nation’s sin and was poised to destroy it from the face of the earth 
as punishment. Yet in the next sentence, the Lord expressed a plan to show divine 
mercy. He would not totally destroy the house of Jacob. How are we to understand 
these two seemingly opposed divine declarations? The house of Jacob represented a 
subset of the sinful kingdom. The sinful kingdom—signified by the elite, sinful, religious-
political structure—would end. However, the Lord would show mercy and spare a 
remnant of faithful Israelites—people who were grieved by their nation’s spiritual and 
political misdirection. They would lose their national identity, and many would fall victim 
to the horrors of war or the distress of captivity. Yet the Lord would maintain His 
covenant relationship with them (compare Rom. 11:22-24). Here, Amos hinted at the 
thread of hope that he addressed in 9:11-12.  

What assumptions had the sinners made about their future?  

In what ways do people today have a similar false sense of security regarding 
God’s judgment?  

Among those singled out for the judgment-sieve of God were Israelites who had 
become agnostic in their convictions about the Lord’s power, as well as those who had 
become openly hostile to His role in their lives. The Lord would deal firmly with all the 
apostate and defiant sinners in the Northern Kingdom who said, either out loud or in 
their hearts, that disaster would never overtake or confront them.  

READ AMOS 9:11-15.  

The final five verses in the Book of Amos bring the prophet’s preaching to a positive and 
hopeful conclusion. In this section, Amos looked beyond the coming days of judgment 
to a time of restoration. In 5:18-20, Amos had warned those who yearned for the “Day of 
the Lord” while living sinful, unrepentant lives. That day for the unrepentant would not 
be a day of hope, but one of horror and disaster. Amos now envisioned that chastened, 
repentant Israelites would one day experience a different reality, a hope-filled time.  

 

What did the Lord say He would do to the land of Israel after His judgment was 
finished?  



What words or phrases describe the restoration God was planning for His 
people? How did His plans extend beyond Israel to the other nations?  

The concept of the “Day of the Lord” was specifically addressed by ten Old Testament 
prophets. They didn’t envision that the day was limited to a 24-hour period of time. 
Rather, it was a coming era—a time when the Lord would dramatically intervene in 
human history and carry out His purposes in glorious and unmistakable ways. Here 
Amos described that day as an awesome era —a time to be eagerly awaited by every 
Israelite who loved and served the Lord.  

How do the benefits described in verses 13-14 provide a striking contrast with the 
warnings of fire and famine earlier in Amos’s prophecy?  

How did the Lord describe the security His people would enjoy in this restored 
land?  

Great blessings awaited Israel in God’s divine plan, and the Lord wanted all His people 
to hear of them. Following terrible times of judgment, the days were coming in which 
bountiful abundance would sweep across the land. The dreaded curse in the law of 
starvation connected with disobedience to the Lord (see Lev. 26:19-20) would be 
broken, because the people had returned to the Lord.  

Read Acts 15:6-29. How is Amos’ prophecy ultimately fulfilled in Christ? What are 
the implications of this truth for our lives?  

Our understanding of this passage was expanded when James, the half-brother of 
Jesus and a leader of the church at Jerusalem, spoke at the Jerusalem Council (see 
Acts 15:6-29). At this event, James used Amos 9:11-12 as a prophetic outline of divine 
promises that were fulfilled in the New Testament era (see Acts 15:16-17). Jesus 
restored a covenant promise the Lord had made a thousand years before the New 
Testament era (see 2 Sam. 7:16; Luke 1:31-33).  

Both the Amos passage and the Acts passage support the New Testament 
understanding that in Christ, believing Gentiles are united with the faithful of Israel in 
God’s house and inheritance (Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:15). In Christ, repentant sinners can find 
forgiveness, renewal, and eternal life. This is a sure hope, not just for this life, but for 
eternity, and that hope is a person—Jesus (see Col. 1:3-6).  

APPLICATION  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

What elements of our culture tend to rob you of peace and hope? How can you 
hold on to your hope through Christ?  



When have you seen God bring restoration out of despair? How does that 
influence the way you approach difficult times in your life?  

God is faithful. In what areas of your life could you be more faithful to Him? What 
are the rewards you experience, and are promised to experience, when you are 
faithful to Him?  

PRAYER  

Ask God to give each group member the vision, desire, and strength to trust Him with 
his or her future, regardless of present circumstances. Pray also that our hope would 
remain anchored and rooted in Him always as the solid foundation of our lives—
unshakable by any circumstances in life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • INTRODUCTION TO HOSEA • HOSEA 1-14 • 
5/9/2021  

MAIN POINT 

Despite our sinfulness, God loves us, forgives us, and wants to restore us to Him.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

What do you think of when you think about the Book of Hosea? When was the 
last time you read it? Do you remember anything?  

What, if any, value for 21st-century Christ followers is there in studying a book 
like this one from the Old Testament?  

While the prophetic books can often be challenging for us to read and digest in our 
contemporary world, they hold rich truths about the character of God, our relationship 
with Him, and His redemptive work throughout history. The underlying theme of this 
book is God’s undying love for His people, a message we all need to be reminded of 
today.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

INTRODUCTION  

Hosea addressed the nation of Israel when it was in a great struggle between those 
who worshiped the Lord only and those who advocated the worship of other gods in 
addition to the Lord. Hosea used many strange and harsh metaphors, writing most of 
his message in a powerful but sometimes obscure poetic form.  

 



What was the purpose of a prophet in the days of the Old Testament? What or 
who functions in this prophetic role in our lives today?  

MESSAGE AND PURPOSE  

Hosea uses the imagery of his marriage to an unfaithful prostitute to symbolize 
God’s relationship with unfaithful Israel. Why is adultery an appropriate metaphor 
for Israel’s relationship with God?  

After God led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, He made a covenant with 
them. Read Exodus 19:1-8. What had the Israelites promised God?  

Based on what you know of the Old Testament, had the Israelites held up their 
end of the covenant? When we fail to keep our promises to God, what do we 
communicate to Him?  

At the exodus from Egypt, the Lord established a covenant with Israel. Hosea told the 
nation that they had broken not only the covenant but also the Lord’s heart. God had 
loved them from the beginning, still loved them, and would always love them. But the 
people had spurned His love like an adulterous woman rejecting her husband. In 
following after false gods they participated in various rites of drunken and sexual 
debaucheries. They resorted to violence and relied on foreign nations to solve their 
political problems.  

Why is idolatry such an offense to God? In what ways are we guilty of idolatry 
today, even if we don’t worship the gods of other religions?  

Hosea preached a tough love. God had to judge Israel’s destructive behavior. The 
Assyrians would destroy Israel and send her into captivity. That disaster would set into 
motion a process of refinement that would result in restoration. God’s covenant love is 
not like Israel’s—fickle and quickly evaporating. God’s love endures forever. Someday 
those who are no longer God’s people will once again be called “My people,” and once 
again they will say of the Lord, “You are My God” (2:23)  

The Book of Hosea gives insight into the character of God. He is the sovereign Lord 
over history and has the absolute right to bring judgment against His people, but He 
exercises that right only after bearing with them with long-suffering mercy. Eventually 
sin requires drastic action, but the Lord still has plans to give His people a future.  

Read Romans 1:18-23. What does this passage teach us about God and His 
relationship with mankind?  

 

This is one of the most descriptive passages in the Bible on the fall of mankind. 
In verse 18, what did mankind do when given “the truth” about God?  



MAJOR THEMES  

1. Indictment: According to Hosea, Israel sinned in four ways. First, they were violating 
basic covenant requirements of faithfulness and kindness, rejecting knowledge of God 
and His law. They had become self-satisfied and proud and had forgotten God’s grace. 
They even spoke contemptuously against Him. Second, they were engaging in idolatry 
and harlotry or cult prostitution. Third, they were trusting in human devices (kings, 
princes, warriors, and foreign covenants) rather than in God. Finally, they were guilty of 
injustice and violence, including murder, theft, lying, and oppression of the defenseless.  

Why would each of these sins have angered God? What are the ways those sins 
manifest themselves in our lives today?  

2. Instruction: Through Hosea the Lord told the people of Israel to stop their promiscuity, 
idolatry, and iniquity and to return to Him in humility and faithfulness toward the law of 
the covenant.  

God sent His prophet Hosea to speak His truth into the lives of these unfaithful 
people. What do we learn about the character of God from this truth?  

What or whom has God used to draw you back to Him recently?  

3. Judgment: Hosea informed Israel that their present distress was because the Lord 
had abandoned them and that further discipline would come. This would include foreign 
domination, exile, destruction, desolation, and death.  

What is the purpose of God’s discipline?  

4. Hope: Hosea reminded Israel of the Lord’s grace and love in making them a people, 
and in blessing them in the past with His attentive and patient care and His abundant 
provision. He was their only hope, and His ways were right. The Lord also assured them 
that in response to their repentance and faith He would again have compassion on them 
and redeem them; He would remove unrighteousness and restore the covenant, 
bringing righteousness and the knowledge of God; and He would rebuild and beautify 
Israel.  

What do God’s repeated calls to repentance reveal about His relationship with His 
people and His desire for our lives?  

 

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  



When you think about the story of Israel and their cycles through sin, repentance, 
obedience, and back to sin, what lesson do you take away from their story? What 
hope do you cling to?  

The Old Testament prophets remind us of God’s relentless pursuit of His 
children. How has God been pursuing you? What has your response to that 
pursuit been like lately?  

PRAYER  

Thank God for pursuing a relationship with us despite our rebellion against Him. Pray 
that God would help us see the depth of His grace and delight in it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • HOSEA AND GOMER • HOSEA 2:1-23 • 
5/16/2021  

MAIN POINT 

The child of God can always come home to the Father because His grace is greater 
than our sin.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

If you’re married, what is the best memory you have about your wedding?  

How did your hopes and expectations of marriage change after that day? How 
quickly did they change?  

Hosea provides a shocking story. The prophet Hosea was instructed by God to marry a 
woman who would be unfaithful to Him. Even knowing this, Hosea obeyed and married 
Gomer. Their relationship and eventually Hosea’s actions to redeem Gomer provide a 
tangible illustration of God’s love and grace. The child of God can always come home to 
the Father because His grace is greater than our sin.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ HOSEA 2:1-5.  

What stands out to you as a particularly difficult aspect of this passage?  

How do you interpret the phrase “Rebuke your mother“? Why would Hosea give 
such harsh instructions to children?  

What is the underlying message of this passage to believers today, specifically 
Bible teachers?  



 

Hosea’s rebuke of Gomer was actually an act of grace. Adultery was a grave offense, 
punishable by death. Hosea willingly gave Gomer a chance to change her ways and 
return to him. Gomer was destroying the family. Although she was their mother and 
Hosea’s lawful wife, she was acting as though she was not his wife and Hosea was not 
her husband. A jolt was needed to end her mad behavior. Prophetically, the children’s 
rebuke of their mother expressed a larger reality about the nation. The children 
symbolized the need for the Lord’s prophets to rebuke the people of Israel for their 
spiritual adultery.  

What would happen to Gomer—and Israel—if they did not change their 
adulterous ways?  

Though the marriage was broken by adultery, was divorce or reconciliation 
sought? Why?  

The second challenging statement in these verses is Hosea’s statement about having 
no compassion on the children (vv. 4-5). Don’t get so caught up in the fairness of this 
statement that you miss the point that God is serious about sin. On the national level, 
many of Israel’s citizens had identified themselves with the pagan gods of their 
neighbors. They were Israel’s “children,” but they weren’t the Lord’s children. In their 
idolatry, they stood outside the Lord’s mercies; they had no reason to expect to receive 
His compassion.  

Analyze how Gomer illustrates God’s people then and now. What’s the sobering 
warning for all people?  

Instead of trying to hide, justify, ignore, or redefine our sins, how does God want 
us to deal with them?  

How does the example of Hosea and Gomer point to the redemptive love of Jesus 
Christ?  

Read 1 John 1:9. What does God do when we confess our sins?  

Hosea 2:2 is the first call to repentance in this book. Sin is a part of our nature in this 
broken world, and as we should know by now, even salvation in Jesus Christ doesn’t 
eradicate our sinful tendencies. When we do sin, genuine repentance—being broken 
over our sin and seeking God’s forgiveness—is the response He desires. We must 
confess and remove attitudes and actions from our lives that identify with our culture 
rather than Christ.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ HOSEA 2:6-13.  



 

Since we become slaves of whatever we yield ourselves to (see Rom. 6:16), what 
are the “baals” (or masters) in your life? In what ways might you be serving them 
instead of God?  

What effect would further punishment have on Gomer? What does this show us 
to be true of God’s character?  

In a greater sense, Gomer’s sins were Israel’s sins. Gomer paid a huge price for her 
sins, and so would the Israelites. God, the true Source of His people’s well-being, would 
bring their delusional thinking crashing down on their heads. He would “devastate” (Hos. 
2:12) the land and “punish” (2:13) the nation, because the people, like Gomer, “forgot” 
(2:13) their Lord and Sustainer. Yet in the end grace would win. The Lord would take 
back His “wife, in righteousness, justice, love, and compassion” (2:19). Though the 
nation didn’t deserve it, He would “speak tenderly to her” (2:14) and would “remove the 
names of the Baals from her mouth” (2:17), thus giving the Israelites a “gateway of 
hope” (2:15). As a result, the people would once again call the Lord “My God” (2:23).  

How can God remain holy and yet enter into such a deep relationship with 
sinners and the difficult situations that sin produces?  

HAVE ANOTHER VOLUNTEER READ HOSEA 2:14-23.  

When, if ever, have you outgrown your need for God or turned your back on Him? 
What “desert experience” (v. 14) or other trying circumstance brought you back 
to God?  

Although Yahweh declared that Hosea’s generation was no longer His wife and He was 
no longer her husband, a time would come when He would renew the covenant. A 
converted Israel would again declare Yahweh to be her husband, and He would assure 
her of His permanent commitment to her as His wife.  

What do we learn about God’s faithfulness in these verse? 
What “adulterous wife” or “prodigal son” are you burdened for these days?  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

What does the reality that God would picture Himself as a maligned husband 
seeking to woo back an unfaithful wife teach us about the closeness of His 
relationship with us?  

 



How does this passage of Scripture change the way you think about the gospel?  

PRAYER  

Pray for a better understanding of God’s love. Thank God for the ultimate expression of 
His love, the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • THE GOD WHO CARES • HOSEA 4-6 • 
5/23/2021 

 MAIN POINT 

An active God cares too much to allow an apathetic people to self-destruct.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

What is one thing you know a lot about, but have very little personal experience 
with? Can a person’s relationship with God be like that? How?  

The story of Hosea and his unfaithful wife is a powerful illustration of God’s unrelenting 
love for His faithless people. With Hosea 4:1, having recounted the story of his 
marriage, Hosea transitioned to a new section of prophetic material. No further 
references are made in the Book of Hosea to the prophet’s family; instead, the focus is 
on the prophet’s nation. The people were quick to judge Gomer’s sins, but they failed to 
see their own sins. Much like some of the examples above, they stood at a distance but 
refused to personally acknowledge their sin. Regardless of what the world says about 
sin, it still exists and God still rebukes it because it is destructive. He cares too much to 
do otherwise.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ HOSEA 4:1-3.  

According to verse 1, what virtues had Israel lost? Could these virtues ever 
become irrelevant? Why or why not?  

How does a lack of these virtues destroy someone’s relationship with God, self, 
and others?  



 

Why does sin tend to multiply in our lives? What does this tell you about 
yourself? About the nature of sin?  

According to Israel’s experience, what can we say are some of the consequences 
of sin to a society?  

The Israelites were continuously breaking God’s law, and the God of all justice would 
not sit idly by while they did. The land would mourn, and all the people would languish. 
While Hosea didn’t specify what would cause this coming grief, three candidates seem 
most likely: war, plague, and famine. Each of these disasters was threatened in the law 
as punishment for disobedience (see Lev. 26:14-26). Moreover, God’s judgment would 
impact more than just the sinful inhabitants of the promised land. The entire ecosystem 
would suffer catastrophe.  

READ HOSEA 4:12-14.  

Would you call these people religious or irreligious? Why?  

Read Romans 1:21-25. How do Paul’s words in Romans help us understand what 
Israel’s problem was? What was wrong with their religion?  

How do you see this tendency in your own life and in our culture?  

Who did God hold accountable for the rampant sexual immorality (v. 14)? Do you 
think He feels the same way about our society? Do you think most of our society 
would agree? Why or why not?  

In chapters 4–5, Hosea spoke God’s words of judgment on the nation and reminded 
them of their unfaithfulness to God and His covenant. The key question for any 
relationship severed by unfaithfulness remains, “Is restoration possible?” Hosea 6:1-3 is 
a call to return to the Lord, indicating restoration is possible. God had not turned His 
back on the nation. He was actively involved in calling them back to Him.  

READ HOSEA 6:1-6.  

What was the result of the peoples’ being disciplined (v. 2)?  

Do you think God still causes us pain in order to bring us back to Him? Why or 
why not?  

There are times in relationships when pain is a good thing. Unfortunately, in most 
relationships pain becomes an exit point. When things get difficult most people look 
inward, go into survival  



 

mode, and do everything they can to save themselves. Not so with God. God not only 
places us in painful circumstances, but He’s also waiting to rescue us from the pain.  

As you read verse 3, what do you think Hosea was trying to communicate 
through the imagery that he used?  

What role does repentance play in the restoration process? Why is it often a 
struggle to repent when we are unfaithful?  

Having encouraged the people to return to the Lord, Hosea challenged them to strive to 
know the Lord. Hosea used similes to describe the Lord; “His appearance is as sure as 
the dawn.” For “like the rain” and “like the spring showers” He will come to us. The 
people of Israel felt confident that, in returning to God, He would accept them back. God 
is always 100 percent faithful to us, and it is because of His loyalty that we are able to 
return to Him.  

Read Matthew 9:13 and Matthew 12:7. Jesus used Hosea 6:6 to expose the 
hypocrisy of religious leaders in His day. Why did the Pharisees think they were 
close to God? What was wrong with their actions?  

What are the implications of this verse for us today?  

When we read verse 6, we see that the Israelites did all the right stuff, but when they left 
their place of religious service they also walked away from their relationship with God. 
God makes His desires clear. He doesn’t want us to just go through the motions. He 
wants us to love Him. Religious activity that is void of a deep love relationship with the 
Father is just a worthless activity that may appease the flesh but has no connection to 
the Spirit.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

In what specific ways is your spiritual walk challenged by God’s desire for 
faithfulness?  

How can we know when we are being faithful to God over the next few days? 
What is one act of faithfulness you’ve been putting off?  

PRAYER  



Ask God for the desire to desire Him and His ways instead of slipping into an apathetic 
attitude. Thank Him for His active pursuit of us and for loving us so much that He keeps 
us from self- destructing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Baptist Church 

MINOR PROPHETS - SPRING 2021 • GOD’S FAITHFUL LOVE • HOSEA 11:1-11 • 
5/30/2021  

MAIN POINT 

God does not base His affection for His children according to their faithfulness, but 
according to His own.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Which TV father reminds you of your father and why?  

What are the key characteristics a good father should possess? Of these 
characteristics, which are universally challenging?  

The prophet Hosea began his message by picturing God as a rejected husband who 
nonetheless lovingly forgave and received His wayward wife back (Hos. 1–3). As he 
wrote, Hosea shifted his imagery of God from a Husband to a Father—a tender Father 
wanting His children close, not basing His affection for them according to their 
faithfulness, but His own.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

 READ HOSEA 11:1-2.  

Hosea depicted Israel as God’s son and then told of God’s nurturing activity toward him. 
Because of God’s desire to love Israel as a caring Father toward His son, He called him 
out of Egypt, a reference to the exodus event. Here, the entire episode involving Moses, 
pharaoh, the 10 plagues, and the exodus out of Egypt is subsumed under the call of a 
loving Father to His son.  

 



Read Matthew 2:15. How is this verse fulfilled in Jesus? Why is Jesus the ultimate 
example of God’s compassion?  

From this section of Hosea, we learn that a father pursues, even when his child rebels. 
God doesn’t give up on us or throw us to the dogs; He pursues us with a passion that 
can’t be matched. Despite God’s relentless, loving pursuit of Israel, Hosea goes on to 
note that Israel did not return His love (see 11:2). The Israelites rejected the Father and 
pursued other false gods. As a loving Father, God had called Israel out of Egypt. How 
would this loving Father respond to their rejection? How would He address their 
continued devotion to Baal? God pursued them. He chastised them for their sin, but He 
also sought to restore them. The analogy of the Husband buying back his enslaved wife 
(Hos. 1–3) is reinforced with this imagery of a jilted Father pursuing His wayward son 
(Hos. 11).  

Why is it so easy for us to drift away from God (think: schedules, work, parenting 
responsibilities, etc.)?  

How do you typically respond to rejection? What do these verses from the Book 
of Hosea teach us about how God responds to rejection?  

READ HOSEA 11:3-4.  

God’s teaching His Israel to walk referred to His loving nurture and guidance. He taught 
them to depend on Him and to honor Him with their lives. God called His son out of 
Egypt (Hos. 11:1); a former group of slaves were becoming God’s people. They had to 
learn the very basics of worship, ritual, ethics, and covenant responsibility. God guided 
them.  

Have different volunteers read the following passages: Ex. 15:26; Ps. 78:23-25; 
Deut. 1:29-31; 8:1-6; Isa. 1:2; 40:29-31; 41:10; 46:3-4. Discuss how God took care 
of His children yet they continued to reject His love and care.  

Share a story of how your children or grandchildren have rejected your love and 
discipline at one time or another. Ask for volunteers to give examples of their 
own experiences as parents or grandparents.  

Why does God’s love for us always require discipline? Is it possible for Him to 
love us without it? Why or why not?  

As a loving Father, the Lord continues to nurture us. We benefit by reflecting on how He 
nurtured us in the past, providing for our needs and surrounding us with loving people to 
share our lives. We also benefit by seeking the Lord, asking Him to reveal how He 
wants to nurture us today.  

 



Finally, we benefit when we remember God disciplines us as a father disciplines his 
son. God’s fatherly discipline is always motivated by love (Prov. 3:12).  

READ HOSEA 11:5-11.  

What does God say would happen to Israel since they refused to obey (vv. 5-6)? 
According to verse 7, why did God not listen to Israel when they called?  

According to verses 8-9, what is it about God’s character that keeps Israel from 
being obliterated?  

The Lord’s anguish billowed up because Israel was doomed to suffer a similar outcome 
to Sodom and Gomorrah’s since they sinned and refused to repent. Yet, because of His 
special relationship with Israel, God anguished over Israel’s future.This anguish, in the 
form of four rhetorical questions in verse 8, pounds the reader like a drum. These 
questions help us understand the intensity of God’s love for Israel. As a result, the Lord 
declared, “I have had a change of heart; My compassion is stirred!”  

What did God “change His heart” about?  

The final segment, verses 10-11, shifts the focus once again from God’s anguish and 
compassion to Israel’s restoration. God’s compassion allowed Israel to follow the Lord. 
Hosea used a simile comparing the Lord to a roaring lion. His compassion will fill the 
land like the roar of a lion, and Israel will come trembling in reverence to Him.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives.  

Do you really understand the love of God? What makes this challenging?  

How does your life need to change to reflect and honor the type of love God has 
shown you? What is one change you can make this week?  

Do you know anyone who would benefit from hearing about God’s love and 
affection? Begin praying today for someone in whom you can invest and with 
whom you can share about the love of our Heavenly Father. Then do it.  

PRAYER  

 

Close with prayer, thanking God for His faithfulness and love even though we 
repeatedly turn from His ways. Pray that your knowledge of God as a perfect, loving 
father would change the way your group members relate to God.  


