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Lesson Schedule:  

 

June 6, 2021 – Vision of Jesus  

June 13, 2021 – Jesus Can Be Trusted  

June 20, 2021 – Renewed Passion  

June 27, 2021 – A Glimpse of Heaven  

July 4, 2021 – The Throne Room of God 

July 11, 2021 – Judgement Begins  

July 18, 2021 – Jesus’ Authority  

July 25, 2021 – When Heaven Falls Silent  

August 1, 2021 – God’s Sovereignty Over Evil  

August 8, 2021 – While We Wait  

August 15, 2021 – Faithful Witnesses to a Faithful God  

August 22, 2021 – Facing the Dragon  

August 29, 2021 – The Beasts of the End Times  

 

 

 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • VISION OF JESUS • REVELATION 1:1-20 • 
6/6/2021  

MAIN POINT  
Christ’s power and ultimate victory compels us to share His gospel with urgency.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

How do you typically react when someone spoils the end of a movie or a book? Why do 
we prefer not to know the ending?  

The Book of Revelation tells us the ultimate outcome of history. How does knowing 
the ending to your story affect the way you live? Is this something you think about 
often? Why or why not?  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ REVELATION 1:1-8.  

How does John describe God the Father in these verses? How does he describe 
Jesus? How does he describe believers?  

What three things does Christ do for us (vv. 5-6)? How has your life been changed by 
each of these actions?  

Christian believers everywhere faced strong persecution, and John wrote to encourage 
them with the assurance they still remained in God’s presence. He greeted them with 
the typical greeting of “grace and peace.” However, John said the source of these 
qualities was “One who is, who was, and who is coming.” The three tenses identified to 
the first-century readers that this Person was God. In threatening times Christians can 
take heart that God is always with them. No matter how  

desperate the times appeared, John knew that God transcended time and stood ready 
to reassure those who follow Him. John described believers as Jesus’ “servants” or 
“slaves” (v. 1), and also as “priests” (v. 6). John also identified Jesus in three ways: (1) 
the faithful witness, a reference to Jesus’ ministry as a prophet; (2) the firstborn from 
the dead, a phrase referring to his death and resurrection; and (3) the ruler of the kings 



of the earth. With these descriptions, John encourages us to imitate Jesus’ faithfulness, 
have hope in eternity, and remember that God’s eternal kingdom is bigger than anything 
we face in this world.  

What three facts about Jesus are especially significant to you in your life? Why are 
these facts so important?  

Verse 7 could be considered the theme verse for the Book of Revelation? What does 
this text tell us that we should expect to find in Revelation? How are we to live today, in 
light of this verse?  

John wanted the churches in Asia to know that though Christ had died for their sins, He 
lived and would one day return to set things right in their troubled world. He also 
reminded them of God’s eternal nature and His great power, a power no one can 
ultimately resist. John’s assurance that everything would work out in the end was 
rooted in faith in the One who loves us and has set us free from our sins. With verse 9, 
John began relating his vision of the risen Christ.  

READ REVELATION 1:9-16.  

What is significant about John’s circumstances and the day when he received this 
vision? How do the circumstances of our lives affect our communication with God?  

What was John’s role in delivering God’s messages? Can you relate John’s 
responsibility to the responsibilities God has given you? How has God used you to 
spread His Word to others recently?  

John wanted the churches in Asia to know they were part of a larger community of 
believers who had not escaped hardships in living for Christ. John’s hardship was exile 
on Patmos because of God’s word and his (John’s) testimony about Jesus. John had 
not allowed the political authorities to silence his preaching or evangelizing.God 
planned to reveal for the seven churches a picture of the distant future—a time when 
God would execute judgment on those who opposed Him and would rescue believers 
from their enemies. The churches in Asia needed to hear this message because they 
needed assurance of God’s care while enduring persecution for Christ’s sake until He 
returned.  

READ REVELATION 1:12-16.  

The seven lampstands in verse 12 represent Christian churches. What does it mean 
for a church to be a light? How do we do this?  

Jesus is portrayed majestically among the churches (vv. 12-16). What does this 
mean? How does it apply to our present-day churches and our personal lives?  



The lampstands represent Christian churches (v. 20), giving spiritual light to a dark 
world just as lampstands bring physical light to the darkness. John’s first vision of 
Jesus was His presence, not in heaven, but among the lampstands. Jesus was with His 
people, assuring them of His presence. Christians throughout the centuries have found 
comfort in this vision because it gives them assurance of Christ’s presence with them 
as well.  

Name characteristics of the glorified Jesus from Revelation 1:12-6. What do the 
images John saw suggest about Jesus?  

How does focusing on these characteristics of Christ strengthen your commitment to 
serve Him?  

Do we always picture Jesus this powerfully? Why or why not? If not, what are some 
things that stand in our way?  

John’s descriptive words about Jesus would have encouraged the churches as they 
lived in such a sin-darkened world. They needed this reassuring vision of Jesus’ 
presence. Be assured of this: Jesus, the living and reigning Lord, is still “among the 
lampstands” (Rev. 1:13). He is present with you each day.  

READ REVELATION 1:17-20.  

The appearance of the Lord to John was so startling that he fell as a dead man at 
Jesus’ feet. Worship is always the right response in God’s presence. Jesus comforted 
John by reminding him that He is the “First and the Last.” The living Christ is the Master 
over all time—past, present, and future.  

What are some circumstances or events that have happened in your past that caused 
you to be as overwhelmed by God as John was?  

Jesus said that He is victorious over death and Hades (v. 18). What are the 
implications of this truth for your current circumstances?  

  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

Of the truths in this chapter, which most motivates you to live a life of urgency and 
preparation, both in your own spiritual growth and your commitment to sharing the 
gospel with others? Explain your thoughts.  



What are appropriate responses to the revelation of Christ’s glory? What is one step 
you can take to make sure you acknowledge His glory every day?  

PRAYER  
Share prayer requests with the group, specifically ones related to the truths in today’s 
text. During your closing prayer time, thank God for the assurance His Word gives us in 
our redemption (vv. 4- 6), God’s care of us (vv. 9-11), His presence with us (vv. 12-16), 
and His victory for us (vv. 17-18).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • JESUS CAN BE TRUSTED • REVELATION 2:12-29 
• 6/13/2021  

MAIN POINT 
You can trust in the perfect knowledge of Christ.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Who is your most trusted friend? What about this person inspires your trust? What did 
he or she do to gain your trust? What could he or she do to lose your trust?  

How big is your circle of trusted people? Why is it that size?  

Most of us likely have small circles of close friends who we feel we can trust and share 
the most intimate parts of our lives with. We may like to be known by more people, but 
not exposed by them. Our tendency is to try and control what others know about us. As 
believers, not only do we look to one another to be known and to have trusted friends, 
but we all the more look to God as a faithful and trustworthy friend who knows us better 
than we know ourselves. When we’re aware of God’s knowledge of us, it forces us to 
confront our sins, but it also causes us to rejoice in His grace.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

Skim Revelation 2–3. How many different times does Jesus say “I know . . . ” to the 
churches?  

In each of the seven letters, Jesus compliments the church for an aspect of their faith. 
These sections begin with Jesus’ statement, “I know . . . “ Jesus knows the strengths 
and weaknesses about each of the congregations. Revelation 2:12-17 is Jesus’ letter to 
the church at Pergamum.  

READ REVELATION 2:12-17.  

How are the Christians in Pergamum being tested?  

What did Jesus commend about the church’s behavior? What did He call out as wrong 
in their behavior?  



Jesus commended the congregation for maintaining their commitment to Him, even 
though some there have perverted moral truths. Twice Christ noted the presence of 
Satan in the city where these believers lived. The devil had used his stronghold in the 
city to make life miserable for the Christians. One of their number, a faithful witness to 
the gospel named Antipas, had made the great sacrifice of being put to death. While 
believers in other places might have buckled in the face of such pressure, Christ 
complimented the believers who did not renounce their faith. But the church in 
Pergamum apparently had the opposite problem of the Ephesian church. Rather than 
testing and rejecting false teachers, they had accepted people who held to the teaching 
of a false God. They were guilty of tolerating people whose teachings opposed those of 
Christ.  

Why is the title by which Christ revealed Himself so appropriate to these Christians?  

Christ responded vehemently. They must repent, recognizing and forsaking their sins, 
just as their friends in Ephesus must repent (v. 5). The penalty will be severe for those 
who do not. The church members had become Christ’s enemies. He threatened to 
unleash among them the awesome power of judgment He intended to use against His 
enemies, represented by the double- edged sword coming out of His mouth (v. 16).  

What does Christ’s knowledge of the church at Pergamum’s sins teach us about His 
knowledge of our sins today? In what ways might the church today be like the church 
at Pergamum?  

Which do you think is easier to endure: persecution by enemies or seduction by 
culture? Why?  

What cultural influences distract you from your relationship with Christ? How subtle 
are these influences in your life? How direct?  

The church at Pergamum was guilty of religious tolerance, and Jesus was aware of it. 
He was equally aware of the issues of the church at Thyatira, as pointed out in their 
letter, verses 18-29.  

READ REVELATION 2:18-29.  

  

What are the strengths of this church? Its weaknesses?  

What does the symbolic name “Jezebel” reveal about the women in this church (see 2 
Kings 9:7-37)?  

Christ’s compliment parallels what he said to the Ephesians. They are growing in their 
many activities. They are known for their love, faith, service, and perseverance. They 



were not content to stand still in loving deeds and faithful perseverance. They had 
grown in faith and thus were stronger in love than when they first came to know Christ. 
But the criticism Christ has is severe. All their growth in love and faith was 
overshadowed by the success of a pernicious teacher code- named “Jezebel.” As a 
result of her teachings and actions, some Christians of Thyatira were brazenly 
practicing open sexual immorality in the name of “being tolerant.”  

Verses 21-23 include Jesus’ harsh word of warning to the guilty in Thyatira. Why is 
sexual immorality so serious in God’s eyes?  

What do you think Jesus’ promise in verses 26-27 means? What do you appreciate 
most about His promise to overcomers in this section?  

All the promises to the overcomers so far could be summarized as various metaphors 
for eternal life (2:7; 2:10; 2:17). Now for the Thyatirans, there is some indication of what 
overcomers will be doing as they enjoy eternal life. They will share in Christ’s authority 
over the nations. The Father granted Christ the authority to rule the nations because of 
his willing death (Phil. 2:6-11). Christ, in turn, wills to share that ruling authority with 
those who overcome. A further reward of the overcomer is to receive the “morning star,” 
a reference to Christ Himself (see Rev. 22:16).  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

Read Psalm 139:1-6. What things did David say that God knew about him? What does 
God know about us?  

In what ways does God’s all-pervasive knowledge of you and everything else comfort 
and assure you?  

Is God’s omniscience unsettling to you in any way? Why or why not?  

Why should God’s knowledge of us lead us to trust Him more and seek to know Him 
more?  

Who are the people in your life that encourage you to trust in the Lord? How can you 
encourage others to trust in God more?  

PRAYER  
Share prayer requests with the group, specifically ones related to the truths in today’s 
text. During your closing prayer time, thank God for His intimate knowledge and 
continued pursuit of you.  



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • RENEWED PASSION • REVELATION 3:1-6; 14-22 • 
6/20/2021  

MAIN POINT  
Spiritual matters can easily become routine, but Jesus desires that we consistently 
consider the gospel and renew our love and passion for Him.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

What is your favorite way to break out of the routine of daily life? Why is it important to 
you to find ways that get you out of that rut?  

What about spiritually? Have you ever found yourself simply going through the 
spiritual motions? How did you break out of that routine?  

Today we are looking at two churches who seem to have lost their passion. These 
churches had slowly drifted away from passionate devotion to Jesus, and instead of 
whole-heartedly pursuing and loving Him had become guilty of indifference and self-
sufficiency. They neither embraced nor rejected Christ, but were only halfheartedly 
devoted to Him. As we go through our weekly routine, we should be careful of the same 
thing—regarding spiritual matters with disinterest.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ REVELATION 3:1-6.  

What did the works of the church at Sardis reveal about their spiritual condition?  

  

What kinds of things might characterize a church who has the reputation of being alive 
but is actually dead?  

How can remembering the blessings of God serve to awaken a church that is 
spiritually dead?  



What, then, in your own words, was the action point for this church that needed 
correction?  

This letter was meant to be an urgent wake-up call. At some point, Jesus would be 
returning, and if He found the church in its current state, they would be truly dead. But if 
they woke up to the present reality of Jesus and remembered the great blessing of the 
gospel, their good works would be complete and they would be ready for Jesus to come 
back.  

In chapter 3, Jesus addressed another church who was characterized not by spiritual 
life and vitality but by spiritual apathy and self-sufficiency.  

READ REVELATION 3:14-18.  

What similarities do you see between this church at Laodicea and the church at 
Sardis?  

What appears to have made this church so distasteful to Christ that He had nothing 
good to say about it?  

How did the church view itself? Why the contrast?  

A group of believers lived in the city of Laodicea, but all was not well in the church. 
Jesus rebuked the church because they had become spiritually lukewarm, valuing their 
material wealth more than Him. Their example of spiritual apathy provides a wake-up 
call to churches in every generation.  

How would you describe a church that is lukewarm?  

What are the dangers of this type of spiritual apathy for a church and individual 
Christians?  

What do you make of Jesus’ statement in verse 16?  

“I am going to vomit you out of My mouth” reveals Jesus’ intense disgust with the 
believers. The church’s spiritual lethargy made Him sick. Whatever we may say about 
the Christian faith, we must understand that it cannot be a casual addition to a well-
ordered life. The attitude that says,  

“I have my home, my job, my family, my hobbies, and, oh yes, my religion,” is simply not 
an option. Commitment to Christ must be a passionate priority.  

READ REVELATION 3:19-22.  



What is the point of God’s discipline, according to this passage? Read Hebrews 12:5- 
11 for additional insight.  

Describe repentance in your own words. Why is this something God values so highly? 
What do we communicate to Him when we practice genuine repentance?  

Though Jesus’ message to the church at Laodicea contained no praise, it did contain 
grace. Their problem had a solution in Christ. He urged the believers to repent and open 
their lives to Him as Lord, promising that if they did so, they would enjoy spiritual victory 
and intimate fellowship with Him. Jesus could heal their spiritual blindness. Jesus’ 
rebuke and discipline arose from His love for them—love for the most dispassionate of 
all the seven churches. Christians today also can wander off the path, but Christ’s 
rebuke and discipline can lead us back to close fellowship with Him.  

What does it looks like to “eat with” Jesus (v. 20)? Why is this an appropriate picture of 
spiritual intimacy with Him?  

What hinders you from having intimate fellowship with Jesus, from daily opening the 
door of your heart to Him?  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

Are you lukewarm in your devotion to God? If so, how do you sense Him drawing you 
back to Himself? If not, think back on a time when you were. What did you learn from 
that season?  

What causes a church to lose its fervor for ministry and outreach? How does such a 
church affect the surrounding neighborhood? How can we make sure that isn’t 
happening at our church?  

What would happen to spiritual apathy if people continually remained aware of the 
gospel? How can our church help its members remain aware of who they are in God?  

PRAYER  
Share prayer requests with the group, specifically ones related to the truths in today’s 
text. During your closing prayer time, ask God to help your group members assess their 
true attitude toward worship and renew their heartfelt obedience and love for Him.  

 
 
 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • A GLIMPSE OF HEAVEN • JOHN 14:1-6; 
REVELATION 4:1-11; 21:1-8 • 6/27/2021  

MAIN POINT  
Heaven is a place prepared for Christ-followers to dwell in the perfect, holy presence of 
God forever.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Invite your group members to name books and movies that depict heaven. Why do you 
think people are so interested in these kinds of books and movies?  

What are some cultural ideas about heaven that are often portrayed in books and 
movies?  

Why do you think the Bible doesn’t include more about what heaven is like?  

The details we are given in the Bible about heaven let us know that it is perfectly 
planned and completely new. It is a place Jesus prepares for those who follow Him. 
People are naturally curious about what we will do in heaven, who we will see and know, 
what we will look like, and other things, but today’s Scripture passages let us know all of 
that is secondary. Primarily, heaven is the place where God will finally and forever dwell 
among us and we will worship Him for eternity.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ JOHN 14:1-6.  

Why were the disciples’ hearts troubled? Direct the group to look back at the end of 
chapter 13 to find out.  

What did Jesus say to comfort the disciples? Are those truths comforting to you when 
you are uncertain about your future? Why or why not?  

By His words in verses 1-4 and His reply to Thomas in verse 6, what does Jesus teach 
us about heaven?  



Jesus wanted His disciples to know He wasn’t going abandoning them forever. He also 
wanted them to know they didn’t need to worry about the specifics of their future with 
Him. Rather, they could trust Him because He alone grants entry to heaven, the place 
where God dwells. If we want to know what heaven is like, the first thing we can know is 
that Jesus is preparing a place there for all who follow Him. Knowing Jesus is 
synonymous with knowing the way to heaven and the very presence of God.  

READ REVELATION 4:1-11.  

John’s words, “After this,” refer to the letters to the churches God instructed him to 
write. At the start of chapter 4, John’s vision turned from the 7 churches to a glimpse of 
heaven.  

Who, or what, was the predominant subject of John’s vision of heaven? What does this 
tell you God wants us to know about heaven?  

John struggled to describe what he saw. Can you relate? What aspect of God or your 
relationship with Him do you have the hardest time putting into words?  

As John entered, he saw a heavenly throne. The concept of a throne room conveys the 
idea of God’s kingship, majesty, and holiness. Like Isaiah, John saw “the Lord seated on 
a high and lofty throne” (Isa. 6:1). John did not describe God; rather, he described the 
majesty surrounding Him. God’s majesty surpasses the ability to describe it. Other 
images in John’s vision, such as the stones of jasper and carnelian, lightning and 
thunder, point to the power and holiness of God. God must be worshiped for who He is.  

Look at the heavenly creatures’ song in verse 8. What specific aspects of God’s nature 
did they praise? What specific attribute of God do the elders praise in verse 11?  

How might our questions and ideas about heaven be impacted if we constantly 
reminded ourselves of God’s holiness?  

The heavenly creatures (angels in the forms of a lion, ox, man, and eagle) sing God’s 
holiness in His presence throughout all time. Holy refers to something that is set apart, 
in this case, referring to God’s nature, which is uniquely set apart from everything else. 
The repetition communicates that God is utterly other than anything or anyone. 
Additionally, these angels drew attention to God’s power (“Almighty”) and His eternal 
quality (“who was, and is, and is to come”). John’s perspective pulled back to the 
twenty-four elders. In their unceasing worship the elders present their crowns before the 
throne—an obvious reference that God’s power and majesty are greater than theirs.  

READ REVELATION 21:1-8.  

List every description of heaven you find here.  



What do verses 1-3 and verses 6-7 infer again about what God wants us to know is the 
predominant truth about heaven?  

At the close of his vision, John saw the new heaven and new earth, along with the new 
Jerusalem, where God’s people will dwell with Him forever. Short on words, John 
described this new holy city as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. A great 
scriptural promise God made repeatedly, especially in connection with the New 
Covenant, was that they will be His people, and God Himself with be with them and be 
their God (see Jer. 31:33; 32:38; 2 Cor. 6:16). Now His promise finds perfect fulfillment. 
In Revelation 21:4 the heavenly voice noted five more evil things of the old order that 
exist no longer—every tear, death, grief, crying, and pain. These are things we experience 
now because of sin’s impact on our world. But when the old has passed away, their evils 
will be gone as well.  

Look back at verse 8. Why is it important that we see this verse as part of the new 
order God is creating?  

In the new order, God’s final justice will be executed. That means eternal reward for 
those who have trusted in Jesus, but it also means that those who have not will receive 
the justice that is due. This, too, is part of God setting all things right in the new order. 
For the children of God, the promise of God’s justice and restoration is a great source of 
hope and confidence, because these things are faithful and true.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

  

How does knowing this day is coming increase our urgency to bring hope to the world?  

From today’s passages, what aspect of eternity should receive the majority of your 
focus? Why?  

What situation in your life needs to be informed by God’s promise of the future? How 
are you going to do that?  

PRAYER  
Thank God that He is preparing the place where you will dwell in His perfect presence 
forever. Ask Him to help you live with a sense of expectation, urgency, and hope in light 
of that coming day.  

 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • THE THRONE ROOM OF GOD • REVELATION 5:1-
14 • 7/4/2021  

MAIN POINT 
Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord of all.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

When you hear the word “worship,” what comes to mind? 
In our society, what or whom do people worship instead of God? Why? 
How is that type of “worship” different from the worship God expects from us?  

The Book of Revelation is rich with imagery that is often hard for the uninitiated reader 
to interact. However, most of these difficult texts are about one basic concept—for 
Revelation 5, it is worship. Everyone worships something—that’s how we were designed. 
But in our sinfulness, we often choose to worship things like spouses, success, or even 
sports teams. The throne room of God is the ultimate expression of worship. It is in the 
throne room that all bow before Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ REVELATION 5:1-14.  

Why did John cry when no one could open the scrolls? What was at stake with the 
scrolls?  

What does it teach us about Jesus that He alone is able to open the scrolls?  

Jesus alone is worthy of all praise and honor because He alone reveals the will of God. 
Had the scroll not been opened, God’s Word, decrees, and judgment could not be made 
known. The scene John describes is a frightening one because no one in the company 
of heaven is worthy to open the scroll—not Moses, not Joshua or David, nor John the 
Baptist. Yet, Jesus is worthy. He is the only One who can break the scroll, and for that, 
He is worthy of our worship.  

What titles are used to describe Jesus in this passage?  



What does it mean that Jesus is both a Lion and a Lamb? What does this mean for your 
life?  

The elder described Jesus with two metaphors derived from the Old Testament that 
help us see the fulfillment of the biblical story. First, the elder introduced Jesus as the 
Lion that is from the tribe of Judah. This reference recalls Jacob’s prophetic blessing of 
his son, Judah (Gen. 49:9)— he was described as a “lion’s whelp” from whom the 
scepter would not depart until the Messiah came. Second, the elder described Jesus as 
the Root of David. He alluded to Isaiah 11:1-9, a prophecy anticipating the Messiah’s 
coming from the line of David. John described seeing a Lamb standing, as if slain. The 
use of the lamb imagery recalls the entire Old Testament sacrificial system as it 
predicted the coming Messianic sacrifice. The paradoxical position of standing after 
death suggests the lamb’s power to conquer death.  

According to these verses, what were the results of Jesus’ death? How have these 
truths changed your life?  

The elders worshiped with a new song. The Old Testament anticipates a new song of 
redemption (Ps. 33:3; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1). The redemption of lost sinners was purchased 
by Christ, and the new song in Revelation exalts Him. He is worthy because He was 
slain. By His sacrificial death, He purchased for God with His blood people who were 
condemned because of their rebellion against God. The blood of the Lamb cleansed 
them from sin. Salvation was purchased because God’s justice was willingly paid by 
Jesus.  

What is the dual role for those who are redeemed for God (vv. 9-10)? What images and 
symbols describe those who worship Jesus?  

Jesus’ death has universal implications, for it provides salvation for people from every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation. The elders’ song did not promise that everyone 
would be saved. The Bible consistently calls people to receive salvation through 
repentance and faith in Jesus. This does not reverse those passages. The meaning is 
that people from every place eventually would place their faith in Jesus. This Jesus, the 
only One who is worthy of our worship, takes the  

scroll of God’s revelation and all of heaven simultaneously sings a brand new song. This 
song of worship tells the whole story of the Bible: what God promised to Abraham, he 
has been faithful to fulfill it.  

What does it mean to “reign upon the earth”? What does it mean to serve God as a 
priest?  

Have someone read Hebrews 12:1-3. How is our worship strengthened when we keep 
our eyes on Christ?  



Jesus made believers to be a kingdom of priests to God, and one day they will reign 
upon the earth. The people of God are described corporately as a kingdom. Individually, 
the people of the kingdom are priests (Ex. 19:6). As kingdom citizens of the all-powerful 
and all-knowing One, the people reign with Him. For those suffering at the hands of an 
evil earthly ruler, as were the first readers, the prospect of reigning gives us hope.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

What, if anything, needs to change about your worship in light of this peak inside the 
throne room of God? What parts of your heart and life are not worshiping Jesus fully?  

Worship is a corporate discipline as much as a personal one. How can we worship God 
in this group of believers?  

A well-known pastor once said missions happens because worship does not. What 
responsibility do we have to those who do not worship the Living God?  

PRAYER  
Praise Jesus Christ for being worthy of all worship, honor, and praise. Worship Him in 
this moment and confess to Him that He alone is able to save you, and He alone is 
worthy of the devotion of your heart.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • JUDGMENT BEGINS • REVELATION 6:1-17 • 
7/11/2021  

MAIN POINT  
The Book of Revelation depicts the final victory of God over Satan and the restoration of 
His original intention for His creation.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

To what degree do you believe justice is the end result of law enforcement and the 
legal system?  

How do you feel when you sense someone has apparently avoided punishment for an 
inappropriate or illegal deed? Why do you feel that way?  

One of John’s purposes for writing Revelation was to reassure persecuted believers that 
God would one day set the record straight and bring correction—judgment—on the sinful 
world of those who disregarded His ways and Word. In the end, they would not “get 
away with” that which they had wrongfully done, regardless of appearances in the 
present. After a majestic vision of heaven in chapters 4–5, John observed the opening 
of the promised judgment in chapter 6.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ REVELATION 6:1-8 (SEALS 1-4).  

What is the overall picture or sense you get from these verses? Why?  

What symbolism do you see in the color of the horses and the descriptions of their 
riders?  

The “four horsemen of the apocalypse” is perhaps the most widely known portion of the 
Book of Revelation. White often symbolizes purity or righteousness. That, combined 
with the conquering nature of the rider, leads some to see this rider as Christ. But, since 
the remaining horses and their riders all bring forth destruction, others see this first pair 
as destructive also. Victorious generals and kings often entered the city upon white 
steeds. Thus, some see this first seal as unleashing a militaristic spirit, perhaps even 



the Antichrist himself (who was victorious for a period of time), and thus the opening of 
a time of war.  

The next rider wields a sword and drives peace from the earth while spurring the slaying 
of people—the outcome one would anticipate to follow one bent on conquering others. 
The spilling of blood in this violence is anticipated by the red color of the second horse.  

The black horse suggests a dark and destructive time. Scarcity accompanies war, 
particularly in ancient times when invading armies supplied themselves from the crops 
of those they were invading and prevented normal agricultural activity. The famine 
conditions are depicted by the rider’s “scales” and the exorbitant prices for what was 
weighed out. The dry “quart” of this passage was little more than could be held in one’s 
cupped hands. One such quantity of wheat or three of barley (a less desirable grain) 
sold for a “denarius,” a full day’s wages for most people.  

Life cannot long survive in the midst of famine, and when the fourth rider arrives, he is 
identified as death, followed closely behind by “Hades.” The horse of this rider is most 
often described as being pale in some form—ashen or the color of a corpse. This 
destructive duo were allowed to exercise their powers “over a fourth of the earth,” not 
necessarily over a geographic quadrant of the earth but on a quarter of people over the 
whole earth.  

READ REVELATION 6:9-11 (SEAL 5).  

How would you describe in your own words the scene that unfolded when the fifth seal 
was opened?  

What were the reasons that these believers “had been slaughtered”? What is the 
significance of each of these explanations?  

Some have suggested that the request voiced in verse 10 does not seem to be 
Christian. Do you agree or disagree with that assessment? Why?  

  

How would you interpret the response (v. 11) to the martyrs’ request?  

The souls of those who had been martyred “because of the word of God and the 
testimony they had given” are found around the altar. These had been targeted because 
of their adherence to God’s words and their proclamation of it—the testimony they gave 
of God matched up with the testimony they received from God. While the judgment 
process has begun, the deaths of the faithful had neither been avenged nor ended, and 
those responsible still lived “on the earth.” Their inquiry was not so much about 
personal revenge as about concern for the reputation of God. To have slain these 
individuals required the killers to repudiate both the Word of God and His work in the 



lives of these believers. Had they accepted either, they would not have proceeded to 
take the lives they did.  

In response, the martyrs “were each given a white robe,” a symbol in the Book of 
Revelation of blessedness and purity. They were likewise “told to rest a little while 
longer.” The time of full vindication had not yet arrived, but these faithful ones need not 
wait until it did to find their rest before the One who would make all things right in His 
time.  

READ REVELATION 6:12-17 (SEAL 6).  

How would you classify the events described in verses 12-14? What conclusions might 
you draw if you began to experience such phenomena?  

What implications do you draw from the listing of the various groups in verse 15 who 
“hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains”?  

How do you interpret the fact that these people sought death over being in the 
presence of God?  

Earthquakes (Ex. 19:18; Isa. 2:19; Hag. 2:6; Matt. 28:2), blackened sun (Isa. 13:10; Ezek. 
32:7; Joel 2:31; Amos 8:9; Mark 13:24; Acts 2:20), blood-like moon (Joel 2:31; Acts 
2:20), falling stars (Isa. 34:4; Matt 24:29), and the sky like a rolled-up scroll (Isa. 34:4) all 
had previously been associated with the unmistakable work of God. These will be 
evidence of “the wrath of the Lamb” from which people of all walks of life shall flee in 
terror, begging the quivering mountains to collapse upon them, that they might be saved 
from “the face of the one seated on the throne.” God’s work to restore His creation to its 
original intent and design was in full swing.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

  

If people never really “get away with” wrongdoing, what should your response be when 
they appear to do so?  

In the Old Testament, God often used “normal” events (plagues, famines, invading 
armies) to bring punishment upon nations. Verses 1-8 depict Him doing the same 
again. What impact, if any, might these have on the way you understand troubling 
global events?  

To what degree does your adherence to the Word of God and your testimony about 
Him put you at odds with those who do not acknowledge Him?  



How does reading passages like Revelation 6 inspire you to go out and share the 
gospel with those who don’t yet know Jesus?  

PRAYER  
Thank God that the injustices and evil seen in the world will be corrected at the 
appropriate time in His wisdom. Pray for those who cannot presently stand before the 
throne to place their trust in Jesus.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • JESUS’ AUTHORITY • REVELATION 7:9-17 • 
7/18/2021  

MAIN POINT 
Confidence in Jesus’ authority leads to comfort in times of difficulty.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Think back over a difficult time in your life. What emotions did you feel during that 
time?  

How did you think God felt about your situation and what did you think He was doing? 
Did God act differently than you anticipated? How?  

At some point in our lives, all of us will confront pain and difficulty. The way we work 
through these circumstances has a tremendous impact on the way we relate to God 
moving forward. As we confront the pain of a broken world, we can do so with hope, 
knowing that no matter what happens to us, Jesus is still on the throne of heaven. 
Confidence in Jesus’ authority leads to comfort during times of difficulty.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ REVELATION 7:9-12.  

What stands out to you about the great multitude pictured in verses 9-10? 
What seems to be the occupation of this multitude as they stand before the throne?  

  

The great multitude were faithful believers from all over the world. They were clothed in 
white robes, and palm branches were in their hands. Jewish people held and waved 
palm branches at times of great celebration, expressing joy. In spite of the difficulties 
experienced on earth, the multitude realized the rewards of their faith. This scene 
reminds us that following Christ is best, regardless of the cost. In John’s vision, the 
angels surrounded the elders and the four living creatures in the throne room. These all 
broke into praise.  



When the multitude cries out, how do the angels, elders, and the four living creatures 
respond? What does this say about God’s kingdom and Christ’s sacrifice?  

What do verses 10 and 12 reveal about God? What do these truths mean to you? How 
should the knowledge of this scene affect the way we live now?  

The multitude broke into praise, singing salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb. God’s will made salvation possible, and the work of the Lamb 
accomplished it. Only through Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, is salvation from sins 
possible for us. The sevenfold doxology in verse 12 includes blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might. Together these terms 
represent the complete majesty of God’s person. These attributes provide a framework 
for Christians to use in praise of God as well. We do well to spend time meditating on 
these divine qualities.  

READ REVELATION 7:13-17.  

What does the symbolism of robes washed white represent? Read Romans 3:21-26 for 
help.  

One of the elders asked John to identify those clothed in the white robes. John 
respectfully sought the elder’s answer to the question. The white-robed people had 
come out of the great tribulation. These people are pure because they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. In other words, the believers 
are there because of what the Lamb did. His blood made them clean. The Lamb’s blood 
provided the cleansing element, but the application depended on personal repentance 
and faith.  

What qualifies this white-robed crowd to stand before God? What is their new role? 
What is their future, the blessings promised to them in verses 15-17?  

How would this encourage the Christians of John’s day? Of our day?  

Those cleansed by Christ are blessed by being before the throne of God—their salvation 
qualified them to participate in the worship of God rather than to face God’s judgment. 
God supplies every  

need in His perfect place. Christians will lack nothing; they will hunger no longer, nor 
thirst anymore. Christians will also live in comfort—nor will the sun beat down on them, 
nor any heat.  

Compare verse 17 with Psalm 23 and John 7:37-38. How does this vision of the Lamb 
at the center of the throne fulfill the images described in Psalm 23 and John 7?  

How does this picture of Jesus’ authority bring comfort to your pain?  



The Lamb occupies the central place in God’s plan of redemption—in the center of the 
throne. The One who is the center of all things is the Shepherd who protects and 
provides. Believers know Him as the Provider so eloquently described in Psalm 23. The 
Shepherd “will guide them to springs of the water of life” (v. 17). The earthly shepherd’s 
responsibility was to lead sheep to places where they could eat and drink safely. The 
great Shepherd, Himself a Lamb, understands the deeper needs of His lambs. He leads 
them to God’s presence where they will find eternal sustenance and protection.  

What are some of the things in our world that bring us to tears? Why is it comforting to 
know that one day God will wipe all our tears away?  

What is the basis of our remaining faithful to God even unto death?  

The tears of verse 17 may be the tears of sin, suffering, or grief. Heaven, however, is a 
place of no tears. The chapter returns to a focus on God rather than the Lamb. For two 
chapters the Lamb has been in the center. Once the Lamb Shepherd brings His sheep to 
the fold, God meets their deepest needs. He removes the tears as a loving Heavenly 
Father. Christians should be faithful to Christ regardless of the cost, being assured that 
God will provide their every need on earth and in heaven.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

What “present sufferings” are you struggling with? How difficult does that seem next 
to the majesty of God pictured in Revelation 7?  

How can we incorporate this glimpse of heavenly worship into our earthly walks this 
week?  

What have you found helpful in dealing with pain and suffering? How can you help 
others survive through suffering?  

PRAYER  
During your closing prayer time, thank God for the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
that promises an ultimate end to suffering. Thank Him for walking with you through 
your pain and ask Him to help you see how He is using it for good. Pray for the strength 
to endure in hope and faith while we wait for Jesus’ return.  

 
 
 
 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • WHEN HEAVEN FALLS SILENT • REVELATION 
8:1-13 • 7/25/2021  

MAIN POINT  
In response to the prayers of His people, God will demonstrate His sovereign power by 
bringing judgment on the earth.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

“It’s often quietest just before the storm.” Is that true? Share about a time you 
experienced calm before a storm—literally or figuratively.  

The “calm before the storm” refers to an actual meteorological phenomenon—the eerie 
stillness caused by changes in the atmosphere as a storm builds. Sometimes, however, 
the expression doesn’t have anything to do with weather. It has become a cliché for the 
quiet period before any kind of upheaval.  

Revelation is a record of John’s vision of future events. In Revelation 8, the focus on this 
week’s study, all of heaven falls quiet—perhaps for the first time. Something 
catastrophic is about to happen—the storms of final judgment are about to strike earth.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ REVELATION 8:1-2.  

Chapters 8-9 record the second series of great judgments—the seven trumpets. The 
first series of judgments was the opening of the seven seals that began in 6:1 and is 
concluded in 8:1 as the  

last seal is opened.  

Who opened the seal in verse 1?  

The Lamb, Christ Himself, will open the seven seals (6:1). A mighty angel proclaimed to 
John that only Jesus is worthy to take the scroll from the hand of God and to break the 
seals (5:1-9).  



What happened in heaven when the seventh seal was opened? Why do you think 
heaven is silent?  

Some believe this period of silence allows time for God to hear the prayers of the saints 
in verses 3-4. The silence also suggests awe and expectancy of God’s judgment that is 
about to be unleashed on earth. At times, it is best to just be silent before God (Hab. 
2:20 and Zeph. 1:7)!  

What might a worshiper’s silence before God convey? Should we incorporate more 
silence into our worship? Explain.  

What was given to the seven angels who stood in the presence of God (v. 2)?  

READ REVELATION 8:3-6.  

What did this angel bring before the altar (v. 3)? 
What did John see rising up into the presence of God (v. 4)?  

What does this teach us about prayer? How does this encourage you to see the 
importance of prayer?  

What did the angel do with incense burner in verse 5? What do you think is the 
significance of this action?  

The angel hurled it to the earth. It appears as though the storm of judgment about to 
come flows out of the prayers of the saints. Call attention to the prayers of the martyrs 
in Revelation 6:10 and the answer to wait a little longer (6:11). Now the answer begins 
as the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepare to blow them.  

What does this teach you about the relationship between the prayers of God’s people 
and God’s judgment?  

Jesus taught His disciples to pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done 
on earth (Matt. 6:10). How have you seen prayer help accomplish God’s will on earth?  

READ REVELATION 8:7-13.  

What events follow the sounding of each of the first four trumpets?  

Over what part of creation does God show His sovereignty with the first trumpet 
judgment (v. 7)? The second trumpet (vv. 8-9)? The third trumpet (vv. 10-11)? The 
fourth trumpet (v. 12)?  

What is the significance of only “a third” of each of the targets of God’s wrath being 
impacted?  



The fraction indicates that God’s judgment is partial, but not yet complete. The full 
wrath of God is yet to come.  

How would you explain the “why” of the first four trumpet judgments? In what ways do 
they parallel the plagues on Egypt in Moses’ time (Ex. 7-11)? How do the plagues on 
Egypt add to our understanding of the trumpet judgments in Revelation?  

The plagues on Egypt showed that God was sovereign over all the gods of Egypt; the 
trumpet judgments are proof of God’s sovereign power over all the earth. Both are 
divine warnings, offering the ungodly the opportunity to repent. Both are divine 
judgments that go beyond natural explanation, and both have the end result of victory 
for God’s people.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

How should the realities revealed in this passage change the way you pray?  

How should God’s sovereign power over His creation, displayed in the first four 
trumpet judgments, impact where you put your ultimate hope and trust? How can that 
hope be demonstrated in daily life?  

How can you use what you’ve learned from this passage to initiate a conversation with 
an unbelieving friend who is looking for spiritual answers?  

PRAYER  
As you lead your group in prayer, ask God to help them trust in His sovereign power and 
care even when circumstances seem overwhelming.  

 

 

 

 

 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY OVER EVIL • REVELATION 
9:1-21 • 8/1/2021  

MAIN POINT  
In carrying out His judgment on the unrepentant, God will use the forces of evil, though 
He will remain in absolute control over them.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

What images or sounds have immediately struck fear in your heart? Why do these 
specific things bring you fear?  

Sometimes we see or hear things that immediately strike fear in our hearts. You might 
get jolted awake from a deep sleep by a crashing sound. Or you’re driving home and see 
a plume of smoke in your neighborhood. Certain images or sounds can create a fearful 
response.  

Revelation 9 records a vision of judgment that may evoke in us a sense of dread or 
panic. The underlying truth, however, is that God is completely in control of these 
events. Nothing happens apart from His determination.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ REVELATION 9:1-4.  

The context of these verses is the series of judgments against unrepentant people who 
refuse to believe in Jesus. The judgments started as the seven seals of the scroll were 
broken (6:1–8:6).  

The judgments continued to get progressively worse as seven trumpets were sounded 
(8:7– 11:19). In 9:1-12, the fifth trumpet is blasted, which includes a plague of demonic 
locusts.  

What happened when the fifth angel blew his trumpet? 
What do the locusts represent? What limitations did God place on the locusts?  



What’s the significance of God’s putting a seal on the foreheads of those who belong 
to Him (v. 4)? What does this teach us about God?  

God commanded the locusts not to harm any of His creation except those people who 
did not have God’s seal. This refers to Revelation 7:3, where God put a seal on the 
foreheads of those who belonged to Him. This verse demonstrates God’s power over 
everything. Even the demonic forces (locusts) that are released from the abyss follow 
God’s purpose.  

READ REVELATION 9:5-12.  

What additional limitations were placed on the demonic locusts? Why will people long 
for death?  

The locusts were not to kill those without God’s seal. Instead they were to torment them 
for a period of five months in a very painful fashion compared to the sting of a scorpion. 
It is apparent that this torment will be so painful that those receiving it will wish for 
death over life in their current state.  

How is the appearance of the locusts described? 
What strikes you as most terrible about the description of the demonic locusts?  

John gave a terrifying description of the locusts. There is debate on how literal or 
figurative these descriptions are. However, what is certain is that there will be terror for 
those who are attacked by these creatures. The leader of the locusts is Abaddon or 
Apollyon which both mean destruction. Sadly, the unrepentance of those being 
tormented will be further displayed in 9:20 as they continue to worship demons and 
idols, despite these woes.  

READ REVELATION 9:13-19.  

What happened when the sixth angel blew his trumpet? What is most frightening to 
you about this judgment?  

  

What is significant about the detail in verse 14 that the four fallen angels or demons 
are “released”? What does this say about God’s authority?  

The evil angels are not able to release themselves; they are held back by God and will be 
released according to His timetable, doing only what He allows them to do. This is an 
encouragement to God’s people as evidence of His control even in the most difficult of 
circumstances.  

READ REVELATION 9:20-21.  



Why would people refuse to repent, even after seeing the judgment of God?  

What does this chapter teach us about God’s judgment? What does it teach about His 
grace?  

For those who do not know Jesus, God’s judgment will be a terrifying ordeal. Thankfully, 
those who know Jesus have God’s seal on their lives and will not be touched by the 
judgment. This should lead to further worship by God’s people but also a sense of 
urgency to share the gospel with others that they might be spared from this torment.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

Why is it important to remember God’s warnings about His coming judgment on the 
unrepentant?  

How can you use these warnings as motivation to remain faithful to Christ?  

Knowing that judgment awaits those who do not know Jesus, with whom will you share 
the gospel this week?  

PRAYER  
As you lead your group in prayer, thank God that He is in complete control of our future. 
Pray for a greater sense of urgency to lead others to Christ.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • WHILE WE WAIT • REVELATION 10:1-11 • 
8/8/2021  

MAIN POINT  
Because we have confidence that God’s purposes will be fulfilled, we keep on 
proclaiming the gospel to the nations until the very end.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

What kinds of delays can we expect in life (i.e., traffic, doctor’s appointments, dinner 
reservations)?  

What is something for which you’ve been waiting a long time, but has been delayed?  

Delays are a normal part of life. Traffic accidents or road construction delay our 
commutes, and delayed flights disrupt our travel plans. Inclement weather delays 
sporting events. Other delays are by choice: we may put our educational plans on hold, 
or couples may delay starting a family.  

From a human perspective, the return of Christ is the most delayed promise ever. Given 
to us in the first century, this promise still hasn’t been fulfilled. When will Christ return 
and the end come? Revelation 10 does not answer these questions, but it does clarify 
one important part of the answer: once the seventh angel sounds his trumpet, 
everything will move very quickly. But until that seventh trumpet blows, we are 
commissioned to take the gospel to the nations.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ REVELATION 10:1-4.  

  

Describe the angel John saw in verse 1. How does the appearance and purpose of the 
angel compare with popular conceptions of angels?  

What does the angel’s appearance and size convey about the power of God? About 
God’s enemies?  



The angel was described in stunning fashion and characterized as mighty. This 
description made clear the power of this messenger of God. If this is God’s messenger, 
how much more powerful and magnificent is God! It is evident from John’s writing that 
those who stand opposed to the power of God have no hope of victory.  

Why do you think John was forbidden to write down what the seven thunders spoke? 
What is the implication for us that John was not allowed to reveal what he heard?  

The Bible does not contain all the details about the end of time; some things we simply 
cannot know. However, God has revealed all that we need to know. His revelation is not 
exhaustive, but it is sufficient.  

READ REVELATION 10:5-7.  

How does verse 6 answer the question of the martyrs in Revelation 6:10? How does it 
answer the prayer of Matthew 6:10?  

When the seventh trumpet blows (Rev. 11:15-19), God’s final defeat of evil will be 
fulfilled. The delay will not last forever. His ultimate purpose in human history will be 
realized.  

How did the angel describe God in verse 6? How does this description speak to the 
trustworthiness of God’s promises?  

What did the angel tell John to do with the open scroll (vv. 8-9)? What does it mean for 
us to “take” and “eat” the Word?  

God’s Word would be of little or no value to us if we did not take it, read it, feed on it, and 
then proclaim it. Just knowing what the Word of God says is not enough—we must live 
our lives in accordance with it.  

How is the Word of God both good news (sweet) and bad news (bitter)?  

Suppose you knew for certain that the return of Christ and the end of the age would 
happen in the next ten years. How would that be sweet news to you? How would it be 
bitter?  

READ REVELATION 10:8-11.  

Who does John’s prophecy reference (v. 11)?  

How is John’s commission in Revelation 10:10-11 similar to the Great Commission 
given to all of God’s people in Matthew 28:16-20?  



God called John to deliver a message concerning “many peoples, nations, languages, 
and kings,” emphasizing the worldwide scope of God’s concern and redemptive plan. 
Jesus called all His followers to “make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19) and to be 
His witnesses to “the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  

The judgments in the previous chapters of Revelation may be disheartening for some 
people. What confidence and encouragement does chapter 10 give you?  

In chapters 8-9, we witnessed the outpouring of God’s wrath on unbelieving humanity. In 
chapter 10, we find a word of encouragement for believers. God’s hidden plan will be 
completed (10:8). We can trust Him to finish things in His time and in His way. We can 
be confident in His purposes, so we keep on proclaiming the gospel among “many 
peoples, nations, languages, and kings” (10:11).  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

How can you demonstrate your faith that God’s final judgment is certain even though it 
is delayed?  

How can you demonstrate your willingness to embrace both the “sweet” and the 
“bitter” parts of God’s Word?  

Where and how has God called you to speak the gospel to those who are currently 
rejecting Him?  

PRAYER  
As you lead your group in prayer, ask God to help your group be courageous enough to 
share the Word with others, both the sweet and the bitter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • FAITHFUL WITNESSES TO A FAITHFUL GOD • 
REVELATION 11:1-19 • 8/15/2021  

MAIN POINT 
God calls believers to be His witnesses and to know that victory is ultimately His.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Have you ever been ridiculed for your Christian beliefs? Explain. 
Why do you think so many unbelievers today take pleasure in mocking Christians?  

The church can expect the world to deride and oppose its faithful witness to God’s 
truth. But we can also expect God to be faithful to His promises—and in the end, to be 
victorious. Revelation 11 continues the message of encouragement begun in chapter 
10. We are told that God’s eternal plan will be completed. Because we can be confident 
in His purposes, we should keep on faithfully proclaiming the gospel. We can know that 
in the end, God will vindicate those who serve Him and Jesus will reign forever.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

Prior to chapter 10, six trumpets sounded, introducing a limited but terrible time of 
tribulation. An interlude in 10:1–11:14 precedes the blowing of the seventh trumpet. 
During this interlude, John was told to eat the “little book” (10:9-10) and was given 
further instructions in 11:1-2, as we will see in this week’s study. John was then given a 
vision of the two witnesses in 11:3-14. The seventh trumpet sounds in 11:15, revealing 
Christ’s eternal reign.  

READ REVELATION 11:1-6.  

What is John commanded to do, and why? Who is counted and who is not counted? 
What contrast do you think is intended?  

What mission is given to the “two witnesses”? What protection will be given to them?  

Some understand the witnesses to be two literal people. Others suggest that they are 
either symbolic of the witnessing church and/or the persecuted church. Regardless, 
they provide a model for us. Even in the midst of persecution, God calls believers to 



stand up and be His witnesses. We must be empowered witnesses to the world, ready 
to pay any cost to accomplish God’s purposes.  

What do we learn in these verses about God’s sovereign power?  

No one can harm the witnesses until God allows their martyrdom in verse 7. God’s 
judgments on the world will also not harm His people (7:3). This tells us that God is 
sovereign not only over nature, but also over our enemies’ attempts to harm us.  

READ REVELATION 11:7-10.  

What do these verses indicate would happen to the two faithful witnesses?  

Why does the world rejoice at the death of the two witnesses? Do you see the same 
kind of spirit in the world today?  

Should every Christian expect to be persecuted? Why or why not?  

When God calls us to be His witnesses, we never know what such obedience will cost 
us. God’s people who proclaim His Word in hostile places cannot always expect 
deliverance. The church must be prepared for suffering, even martyrdom, if that 
becomes the price of our witness to those who do not wish to hear the gospel.  

Identify a key phrase in verse 7 to indicate the timing of the two witnesses’ death. 
What do you think is significant about this timing?  

READ REVELATION 11:11-14.  

What happens after three and a half days? 
What results from the death and resurrection of the two witnesses?  

The period of three and a half days should not be seen as representative of the time 
between Jesus’ death and resurrection. Instead, many Jews taught that the spirit 
hovered over the body for three days. Waiting three and a half days would confirm that 
the witnesses were truly dead. The power of their resurrection is amplified by the 
certainty of their deaths. We can know that even if we suffer and die for our faith, the 
message of the gospel endures. In the end, God will vindicate His servants in the sight 
of the very ones who ridiculed them. Some who ridicule our message now may repent 
later.  

READ REVELATION 11:15-19.  

How does the scene change in verse 15? What do the loud voices say about the world 
in verse 15?  



There are a few possible explanations for the phrase, “the kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of the Lord and his Christ.” First, the past tense use of “has 
become” indicates certainty that this will be fulfilled. This certainty is so strong that the 
future is spoken of as the past. Second, what is true in heaven will come true on the 
earth. Third, the perspective of time in heaven is different from the world. From the 
standpoint of heaven, “every creature” in the universe blesses God and the Lamb in 
Revelation 5:13, long before “every knee will bow...and every tongue will confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11) at the final judgment 
(Rev. 20:11-15).  

What can we expect from God as a result of our faithful witness (v. 18)? What rewards 
do you already experience in your life as a result of your faith in Christ?  

Earthly rulers have temporary power, and evil in this world is temporary. God’s authority 
and power are eternal, and His victory will be everlasting. Those who are faithful to tell 
the world about Him can be confident they will receive vindication from God and 
ultimate security in Christ.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

How can you witness this week to those who don’t know Jesus? 
What price are you willing to pay for the sake of the gospel? 
How does the assurance that God reigns over the world impact your daily life?  

PRAYER  
As you lead your group in prayer, thank God for His Word, for His call, and for His 
promise to be with us as we live for Him.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • FACING THE DRAGON • REVELATION 12:1-17 • 
8/22/2021  

MAIN POINT  
The devil will target God’s people with fury and evil until Christ’s return, but the believer’s 
deliverance and Satan’s defeat are certain.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Describe your mental picture of a dragon. From what source(s) did you draw this 
imagery?  

What is your initial reaction to hearing that the Book of Revelation speaks of a great 
fiery red dragon that stalks God’s people with the intent of attacking them?  

In Revelation 12, John pauses after having described the seven trumpet judgments to 
present a dramatic “video” of the ongoing conflict between God’s people and the reality 
of evil in the world. The cosmic protagonist of evil against God’s people is the devil 
(Satan), portrayed as a great fiery red dragon. In John’s day, followers of Christ in the 
Roman province of Asia Minor (western Turkey today) struggled against the devil’s fury 
in a number of ways. Many believers faced ridicule and ostracism by their pagan 
neighbors. False teachers infiltrated some churches, sowing confusion and causing 
conflict. Most dangerous of all, the Roman emperor began to persecute Christians who 
refused to worship him as a god. For some believers of John’s day, loyalty to Christ as 
Lord led to their martyrdom. Using three dramatic scenes, John armed believers of his 
day (and today) with truth that strengthened them in the face of evil targeted against 
God’s people.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ REVELATION 12:1-6.  

What do the phrases “a great sign” (v. 1) and “another sign” (v. 3) indicate about the 
way we are to understand the identities of the pregnant woman, the dragon, and the 
male child who was born to the woman? In your view, who or what do the three figures 
represent?  



What role does God play in the conflict depicted in this scene?  

In Scripture, a sign refers to a vision or event that reveals the truth about God and His 
purposes to those who are open to see and believe. In Revelation 12:1-2, John 
described two signs that appeared on the stage of heaven. The first sign was a 
pregnant woman, arrayed in celestial majesty but crying out in the final pangs of 
childbirth. The second sign was a great fiery red dragon, powerful and destructive, that 
was intent on killing the woman’s child at birth. As John’s vision proceeded, the woman 
gave birth to a male child who was destined to rule all nations. God providentially 
protected the child from the dragon’s evil intent and also prepared a secure place of 
refuge and nourishment for the woman.  

Bible scholars have different views about whom the woman represented. These views 
include: (1) Mary, the mother of Jesus; (2) Israel, the Old Testament people of God, out 
of whom the Messiah came; or (3) the ideal people of God, including believers from 
both Israel (Old Testament) and the church (New Testament). From John’s point of 
view, the son born to the woman clearly referred to Jesus Christ. Moreover, John left no 
doubt as to whom the dragon referred, revealing in 12:9 that it referred to the devil 
(Satan).  

Thus, in this first scene of chapter 12, John described the truth of what was happening 
behind the scenes at the incarnation of God the Son, that is, when Jesus was born to a 
humble virgin maiden in the village of Bethlehem. Satan, a fallen angel, furiously fought 
against God’s plan to provide a Savior for sinners in Jesus Christ. But God protected His 
Son throughout Jesus’ time on earth. Even Jesus’ death on the cross was turned into a 
victory and a way of salvation through Jesus’ resurrection and ascension (“caught up to 
God and to His throne,” Rev. 12:5).  

READ REVELATION 12:7-12.  

Which option best describes your view of the heavenly war described in these verses? 
(a) Before human history, Satan led an angelic rebellion against God but was defeated 
and kicked out of heaven to roam the earth. (b) As Jesus hung on the cross, a fierce 
battle raged in the spiritual sphere. Jesus’ voluntary sacrificial death and  

victorious resurrection showed that the devil’s power was defeated, although Christ’s 
followers would continue to face Satan’s final desperate hostility until Christ’s return. 
(c) During the end times before Christ’s return, the forces of God will defeat the devil 
and his demonic army in a final, epic battle whereby all believers in Christ are 
vindicated. (d) No one time is meant; this is a portrayal of the ongoing conflict 
throughout time between God’s people and the reality of evil as embodied in Satan the 
deceiver and carried out—until Christ’s return—by individuals, groups, and 
governments that Satan controls.  



What evidence have you seen or heard that Satan is at work in the world today and 
seeks to deceive and defeat God’s purposes? Why do you think some people have 
difficulty admitting that evil is real and dangerous?  

How can Ephesians 6:10-13 help believers today obey the truth presented in 
Revelation 12:7-12?  

In the Book of Revelation, successive scenes may not always indicate that one set of 
events follows another in chronological order. Thus, some Bible scholars view the war 
described in 12:7- 12 as the same conflict depicted in 12:1-6 but from a different angle 
and with different emphases. According to Jude 9, Michael is an archangel. In Daniel 
12:1, Michael’s role was to stand guard over God’s people in a time of great distress. 
Whichever view of the heavenly war’s timing is most accurate, the outcome of the battle 
is beyond dispute. God’s side wins! God’s people in every age join in the battle and 
participate in the victory on the basis of two realities: (1) the victory Christ 
accomplished on the cross (“by the blood of the Lamb”); and (2) believers’ enduring 
faith in the Lord even in the face of martyrdom (“by the word of their testimony ... in the 
face of death”).  

READ REVELATION 12:13-17.  

Why do you think John used different phrases to describe the duration of the woman’s 
time in the wilderness (“1,260 days” in 12:6; “a time, times, and half a time” in 12:14)?  

How can a period of tribulation be both a time of testing and a time of spiritual growth 
for believers?  

When was a time that God used some aspect of His creation (the natural world) to care 
for you or to strengthen you against temptation?  

Revelation 12:13-17 continues the action depicted in 12:6, in which the woman (God’s 
people) who gave birth to the male child (the Messiah) fled into the wilderness and to a 
place of refuge God had prepared for her. In verses 13-17, John expanded on why the 
woman fled—the dragon decided to persecute her—and what she could expect for the 
duration of her time in the wilderness. The phrase “a time, times, and half a time” in 
verse 14 corresponds to the phrase “1,260 days” in verse 6. According to one 
commentary, all of these phrases are “stereotyped references to the final limited time of 
intense tribulation before Christ’s return.” That is, they depict an indefinite (known only 
to God) period during the end times in which God’s people (people of Israel in one view, 
while Christians of all backgrounds in another view) suffer severe persecution and yet 
are protected and provided for by God.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  



What spiritual battles have you faced recently? As a believer, how can you avoid being 
overwhelmed by fear of the devil’s attacks on God’s people?  

What truths discovered in these verses give you confidence for facing difficult times 
as a follower of Christ?  

What can you do to become better prepared for spiritual battles? How can you pray for 
a fellow believer who is struggling against temptation? How can your Christian friends 
best pray for you in battles you are facing?  

PRAYER  
Thank God that Jesus Christ defeated the power of sin and the devil in His death and 
resurrection. Ask for the Lord’s help in resisting the temptations to grow weary in 
following Christ and to compromise in the face of spiritual opposition. Pray for the 
courage to recognize and stand against evil wherever it arises and in whatever form it 
takes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Baptist Church  
THE END - A STUDY OF REVELATION • THE BEASTS OF THE END TIMES • REVELATION 
13:1-18 • 8/29/2021  

MAIN POINT  
In the end times, Satan’s strategy of deception is executed through the dragon, the 
beast of the sea, and the beast of the earth.  

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

From previous Bible study and messages you’ve heard, what do you understand will 
characterize the end times?  

What would seem to you to be the best way for Satan to deceive the world? Explain 
your reasoning.  

How will followers of Jesus fit into the end times scenario?  

In Revelation 12, John described a great battle in heaven between Satan, also called the 
dragon, and the heavenly forces led by the angel Michael. The dragon lost the battle and 
was thrown out of heaven, but he continued to operate on the earth, and in fact was 
identified as “the one who deceives the whole world” (Rev. 12:9). Chapter 13 examines 
the dragon’s greatest accomplishment of that deception.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

READ REVELATION 13:1-4.  

The Bible states that the dragon was standing by the sea. Some versions include this as 
the beginning of chapter 13 (NIV) while others put it at the end of chapter 12 (CSB, 
ESV). As the dragon was by the sea, he was joined by an ally, “a beast coming up out of 
the sea.”  

Is there anything familiar to you about the description of this beast?  

The dragon itself was described as having seven heads and ten horns (Rev. 12:3). 
Interesting, the dragon had a crown on each head while this beast from the sea had a 
crown on each horn (13:1).  



What significance do you see in the similarities of the descriptions of the dragon and 
the beast from the sea?  

The dragon and this beast are clearly related. Indeed, 13:2 stresses that the dragon 
gave “his power, his throne, and great authority” to the beast. But notice another 
similarity—read again 13:3-4, then compare it with 5:5-10.  

What similarities do you see between the beast from the sea and the earlier 
description of Jesus? Why would the dragon desire to have an ally who mimics Jesus?  

Satan’s end is certain, but he has not given up. His efforts at deception will include 
trying to imitate the crucified and resurrected Christ. Unfortunately, his efforts will pay 
off as “the whole earth” marvels at the beast and gives him the type of worship and 
adoration rightly reserved for Jesus.  

READ REVELATION 13:5-10.  

While the beast from the sea might imitate Jesus in certain aspects, in other regards 
he is anything but Christlike. What differences from Jesus do you see in the beast in 
these verses?  

The beast speaks “blasphemies against God ... his name and his dwelling.” He also was 
“allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months.” Forty-two months, three and a half 
years, 1,260 days (at thirty days per month) are equal amounts of time. They express an 
intense but limited time frame. During the exercise of his authority, the beast from the 
sea will “wage war against the saints and ... conquer them.”  

Why would God allow the dragon, through his cohort the beast from the sea, to 
exercise such authority, even conquering believers?  

The beast’s authority and appeal will be great, extending to “every tribe, people, 
language, and nation.” Indeed, “all those who live on the earth will worship it.” There is 
an exception to the authority and worship of the beast, however. Notice that it applies 
only to those “whose name was not written from the foundation of the world in the book 
of life of the Lamb who was slaughtered.” The beast might wage war against Christians 
and conquer them, but they will not be among the hordes who fall for the deception and 
worship the beast. “This calls for endurance and faithfulness from the saints.”  

READ REVELATION 13:11-18.  

As if the dragon and the beast from the sea were not enough, there appears “another 
beast coming up out of the earth.” Notice again the mixed signals, the deception innate 
in this beast from the earth. While it appears “like a lamb” it is not—”it spoke like a 
dragon.”  



Where did the beast of the earth derive its power to perform the things we see in this 
passage?  

Read John 16:13-14 and compare the message of those verses with the description of 
the beast of the earth in Revelation 13:12. What insights do you gain?  

With the arrival of the beast of the earth we see the third person of the unholy trinity—
the dragon, the beast of the sea, and the beast of the earth. Note that Satan never 
creates, he merely imitates: Satan has duplicated in vile fashion the fullness of God 
portrayed in the Trinity. This last creature not only “compels the earth ... to worship the 
first beast,” a role the Holy Spirit plays in leading us to worship Jesus, it also “performs 
great signs.” As the Holy Spirit performed “great signs” through the early church in the 
Book of Acts to direct attention to Jesus, so the beast of the earth will perform signs so 
that “it deceives those who live on the earth.”  

In Revelation 7:3 we are told that the “servants of God” were sealed “on their 
foreheads.” Who received the imitation seal in Revelation 13:16? What is significant in 
the description of those sealed?  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives.  

How can you determine whether “great signs” you see or experience are the work of 
the Holy Spirit or an imitation of Satan?  

What steps can you take to see that you do not fall for the deceptions of Satan and his 
efforts to imitate Jesus?  

How can you prepare to face the attacks of Satan with “endurance and faithfulness”?  

Although Revelation 13 is not a chapter loaded with encouragement for believers, 
neither is it void of such. What hope and encouragement do you personally find in this 
chapter?  

PRAYER  
Pray for discerning ears and eyes and recognize the deceptions of Satan. Ask God to 
show you where you are vulnerable to the attacks of Satan and how to grow in those 
areas so can face whatever the future holds with endurance and faithfulness.  

 


